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Well, what an unprecedented few months we have seen. The Covid-19 pandemic has
claimed so many lives and has impacted upon every aspect of normal life. Family life,
work, clubs, pubs, concerts, travel, all have been disrupted. A very sad and difficult time,
but we will come through this. In the words of Captain Tom Moore ‘At the end of the day,
we’ll be ok’. Stay safe.
A warm welcome to my final newsletter as President of Shirley Photographic Society,
but not, of course, my final newsletter! Have to say, it has been a real privilege and a
pleasure to be your President. I have thoroughly enjoyed my year and the challenges it
has presented … and, happily, there were only three formal complaints about my bad
jokes!
It is great to know I am leaving the job in the safe hands of Mick Schilling, who will make
a great President. No-one cares more about the future of our Society. He already does
so much behind the scenes, managing our on-line presence through social media,
promoting and publicising the club locally, organising photographic days out, supporting
the programme by offering member’s evenings, as well as setting-up and dismantling
the equipment every Thursday evening. Also, he is not a bad photographer(!). I am
thrilled that he has the chance to be front-and-centre. You can learn more about our new
President later in this newsletter.
It sounds a bit grand, I know, but our shared hobby can be great therapy, a great healer.
When I retired early from my work as a teacher (in fact, I was the Manager of a large
Computing / IT Faculty), I found myself a little ‘lost’ and lacking in purpose. Having had
major surgery on my back, I needed a hobby or pastime that would get me out of the
house and one I could continue when ‘confined to barracks’. Photography and, in
particular, Photoshopping the living-daylights out of every picture I took, proved to be
the solution. My photography saved me.
A hero of mine, Apple supremo Steve Jobs, died aged 56 from pancreatic cancer having
made a fortune of $7 billion and managed to change forever the world of computing and
mobile communication. Steve described the six best doctors in his world:
• Sunlight
• Rest
• Exercise
• Diet
• Self-confidence, and
• Friends
Let’s hope we can all take full advantage of these remedies very soon.
All the berry vest!
Phil Moorhouse LRPS
SPS Newsletter Editor
Calling all members …..
We are always on the look-out for contributions to our Society Newsletter. If you would
like to submit an article, your biography, some photographs, a tutorial, a joke, a puzzle, a
poem, an advertisement, or anything else you can think of, all contributions will be
gratefully received at:
phil-moorhouse@virginmedia.com
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Introducing
Our New
President

Mick Schilling CPAGB
We interviewed Mick to find out a little more about our
new President and what makes Mick tick:

Where were you born?
I was born in Solihull hospital in 1965, one of 81,042
'Michaels' born that year. Michael was the top boy's
name in 1965.
How did you get into photography?
My Dad. He was a keen photographer, having been in the aerial photography part
of the RAF during his National Service. He was a member of a local club for a while,
I think they were based at Light Hall school(?). I remember he always printed his
own work and developed his own film in the bathroom on a home-made board
covered in sticky-backed plastic – remember fablon?
As a youngster, I used to collect cacti and Dad used to help me photograph them,
so from an early age, I learned about f-numbers, shutter speeds and depth of field,
etc, although I didn't retain much of it. The images I took were thrown out long ago.
One benefit of the digital revolution is that they can be stored so much easier.
My son (I have 2 kids, one of each!) used to race go-karts and as I was always there
to support him and saw people with cameras shooting the action and thought it
would be cool to have a go. So, one year, I spent my bonus from work on a Canon
1000d, with kit lens and an EF-S 55-250 lens. I soon refreshed my memory about
shutter speeds and aperture settings with this camera and things developed quickly
from there. I ended up as the official kart club photographer, with images published
in national magazines on a monthly basis.
Do you have any other hobbies?
I used to fish regularly, until I caught the photography bug again. Since then, it had
tailed off a little, until all of my fishing gear was stolen by burglars last winter. Every
cloud … I used the insurance money to buy some fantastic new lenses! Now I am
taking a sabbatical from fishing, though curiously I still visit many of the same places
pursuing my biggest obsession: photographing dragonflies and damselflies.
I am still secretary of Redditch Town Angling Society too, somehow... 😕
I enjoy rock music and attend a few concerts, taking some photos too, where
allowed. I even managed to get a photo published on the cover of an album once. I
like to take pictures of pretty much anything, enjoying a challenge and the chance
to learn new techniques. So, I have tried most kinds of photography at least once.
I joined Shirley in 2015, so this is my 5th full year. Be careful new members; they
coerced me into the Secretary's role within a year!
What gear do you use?
I shoot with the Canon EOS system, in both full frame and crop sensor formats, plus
I have a Sony RX100iv pocket compact for urban work and travelling light. You will
have seen images from all these cameras in club competitions.
What do you do for a living?
I work as an Environment, Health and Safety Advisor at the Coventry Energy-fromWaste plant, although I trained as a sheet metal worker and welder when I left
school. I did this for 16 years before getting into safety 'by accident'. This was a
good move as it now pays for lenses.
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Spotlight on
Dave Tucker
DPAGB, CPAGB, BPE3*
EFIAP/s

Thursday 25th April 2020 (‘No Place Like Home’ Challenge)
Originally from Abertillery in South Wales, Dave grew up and has spent most of his life
in the West Midlands, but he will always be proud of his Welsh roots. Dave started taking
pictures some years ago, when he started work as the Deputy Editor of a National
Magazine, writing the words and taking pictures for each issue. However, it was when
he left this job, and photography was no longer part of his profession, that his real
passion for pictures grew. Purchasing his first Digital SLR Camera (the Canon 350D),
Dave started to ‘develop’ an interest in the dark-art of digital photo-processing, and this
continues to be a major part of his workflow.
Together with his wife, Angie, Dave
is most ‘at home’ when out-andabout exploring the world through
their camera lenses. Both Dave and
Angie
enjoy
photographic
competitions from club level to
international level. Have to say, with
some success, as both have gained
the distinctions of DPAGB, CPAGB,
BPE3* and EFIAP/Silver.
Dave is an A-List MCPF judge as
well as a PAGB judge. He is also an
Ambassador for the ON1 RAW
Photo-processing software.

Whittington Castle, Shropshire

See more of Dave and Angie’s work at: http://www.tuckerpics.com

A Word from
Frazer
(Further to the April
2020 Newsletter)

Dear Editor,
I am writing to thank you for including me in your most recent SPS newsletter! I regret
to say that I am a rather conceited doggie and loved getting an honourable mention. I
am an exceptionally good-looking chap and when I choose to can turn on the charm to
persuade visitors to play with me. My first approach is to drop a toy at their feet. I have
gorgeous eyes and a lovely smile which I use to full emotional effect. If they fail to notice
my pleading eyes, winning smile and the toy at their feet, I leap up on the sofa and
snuggle close to them and drop my toy in their lap. When all else fails, barking usually
does the trick.
I am very photogenic and am proud to say that I have been photographed by both Bob
Gates FRPS and Hilary Roberts FRPS. I am taking the liberty of attaching a photo of
me that Hilary made into a Christmas card for my Mummy Anne last Christmas. Mummy
is frustrated that I never pose for her, but the truth is that she rescued me many moons
ago and because I love her so much, I dare not let her out of my sight so when she
disappears to get her camera I follow. Of course, my pose she wanted to capture has
been lost. I am working on becoming a photographic model for Mummy but I get too
excited following her around and forget the pose she wanted to capture. Message to self
- must do better.
I loved meeting you when you came to collect the M&S parcel from Mummy's home in
February. You neglected to mention that you sent parcels to our home not once but
twice. Shame on you!!! I suppose you were too embarrassed, but Mummy and I thought
your second mistake was hilarious. We still laugh together about it. One mistake is
understandable but two convinced us that your household is as chaotic as ours.
Yours woofily,
Frazer Sutcliffe
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Competition
Results

The Creative Competition
This year held online, with the audience voting for their favourites in the comfort of their
own homes. With a healthy entry of 46 images, I think you will agree, the standard was
excellent. Here are some of the highlights:

2nd ‘At the Library’
Tony Dyson

1st ‘Banana Armour’

Eligibility of
Competition Entries
• Work judged in previous
seasons cannot be entered
into competitions in any
format.
• Work may not be entered
more than twice during the
same season (except where
it is part of a panel)
• Work entered into the ‘fun’
competitions (Christmas
Knockout and Six Prints) is
not constrained by the
above rule.
• If an image is ‘dropped’
because of excessive entries
in a competition, it is not
counted as ‘entered’.
• If work is considered to be
so similar to a previously
entered image the
Competition Secretary has
the discretion to withhold
the work.
• Work entered for the
President’s Assignment
must have been created in
the year following the
announcement of the
theme.

Mick Schilling

3rd ‘Away with the Fairies’
Roy Buckle

HC ‘Rat Catcher’
Sue Pearmain

HC ‘Oops! Too Far Back!’
Jane Roby

HC ‘Dancing Jellyfish’
Anna Ladbrooke

HC ‘Through the Eye of a Needle’
Tony Dyson
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More Worms
Of Wisdy
Professor Unwin

Professor Unwin’s Guide to the Amber Nectar
Another polly tito, another chance for professy
to indulge another hobbie. Fondest of the
finistaire things of life, Professy always enjoyit
a walk-in-the-parc, a hearty-felt meal and
everlastingly loves a Malty Whiskery (or just
Whiskey, for those in the Emeraldo Aisle).
The Malty Whiskery referit to the single Malty
manufacturit from a single Barley, with no
other nonsense. Many-most Whiskery blendit
from many distillilodes, but the single Malty, be it manufacturit from just one distillilode.
Deepest joy there!
Weatherit a peatie character or the non-peatie types, the Single Malty maturit in a casky
(or caskey, in the Emeraldo Aisle) for many an annual tito, at least three polly tito, to be
classed as a proper clever-clogit Malty. Oh yes! Not like that blended huffalo-dowder
rubbish. Oh folly!
Each with its unifido characterisationlodes, populode Maltisers includit: The
Glenfiddwich (oh yes!), Laphroighie (Peatie-most Laphroighie), Glenmorangiem,
Glenliverit (Smoothy-most fire-water), the Jura (smoothy-most gluggable) and the
Auchentoshan (Auch, nooo idea!). All good, oh yes! Deep joy!
Perhaps, Prosseffy makit the error of crackit open the Glenfiddwich before writing the
worms of wisdy this polly tito! Folly, folly! The room it begin to spinnet, all starbold and
celestial. Deep joy for the Genflidwilditch effect!
When in Rome …. when in Scotters ….
Prosseffy forget to mention the pickles, when the Whiskers taste this good! Deep joy
chapelodes! Oh yes!
Keep photolopping those pickles! Deep joy!
Prof S. Unwin

19-22 September 2020, The NEC, Birmingham
Postposed from March, the Photography Show and Video Show will return to the NEC,
between 19-22 September 2020, offering everything any photographer or moving image
maker, enthusiast or pro could possibly dream of; from the latest kit by leading brands
to inspiring talks and demos from some of the best names in the industry. Not only that,
it is fun and accessible to all (families welcome). Whatever your level or interest, come
and see what it is all about.

Stop me if you’ve heard this one …
President Trump was leaving a press briefing when a would-be assassin,
brandishing a gun, jumped out of a passing car. An aide bravely tackled the
assailant, and saved the President, shouting ‘Mickey Mouse’. Later, thanking him
for his heroism, Trump asked ‘But why did you shout Mickey Mouse’. The agent
replies, ‘I’m sorry, I panicked, I meant to say Donald! Duck!’.
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Interpreting
Judges’
Comments
Contributed by
(but not composed by)
David Venables
DPAGB BPE4*

However our competitions are judged in future years, I believe it is important that
members also learn to interpret judges’ comments if they are to gain maximum feedback
on their submitted images. To this end I have included below a handy guide which
explains what the judges really mean by some of their most commonly made comments:
Technically very good
This one is a bit boring and I can’t really think of much else to say about it in the time
available.
The photograph could do with a tighter crop
It’s not really very good, but if I suggest it is made smaller then there will be less of it
visible to upset me.
A classic photographer’s shot
I’ve seen the same shot done better dozens of times at other clubs.
An excellent effort but it is up against still competition tonight
One of the worst of the bunch
An unusual viewpoint
There is a good reason why people don’t normally take the photo from this vantage
point and this hopeless photograph demonstrates it perfectly.
It’s a humorous title appropriate to the print
The print is laughable.
It looks better on the screen than the print
The photographer obviously has no control of colour and exposure and even the
washed-out blue tint of the projected image looks better.

Tips for taking
better photos
• Get in close.
• Recognise the main
source of your light.
• Use flash during the day to
fill-in shadows.
• Try using Auto-ISO
• Experiment to find the
‘sweet-spot’ of a lens. The
aperture at which it
focusses most sharply.
• Slow down and take your
time, composing the shot,
considering the lighting,
etc.
• Use any natural ‘framing’ –
windows, trees, arches
make good frames.
• Keep it simple – don’t try
to cram too many
elements into the frame.
• Be aware of backgrounds –
distracting objects, people
you don’t want in the
picture.
• Use a faster shutter speed
to ensure sharp focus.
• Don’t get bogged down by
equipment.
• Buy books, not kit.

It has been cropped a little too tightly for me
The photographer has picked out the wrong bit of the scene to photograph and would
have done better including something else to try and make it more interesting.
There is a magenta/cyan/yellow (varies from judge to judge) colour cast
I hope no-one notices that I am colour blind.
The highlights have burnt out a little
This is massively over exposed.
It’s an accurate record of the scene
I assume it’s an accurate record as no one would have manipulated an image to end
up with something like this dull.
The mount colour does not help the photograph
It must have taken two days to set up the shot and a lifetime of learning to capture it
correctly…if I ignore the photo and comment on the mount board that should annoy
them.
A good example of its type but doesn’t quite make it to the last few
It’s a good example of a very ordinary print and certainly won’t get a good mark from
me.
A superb example in which I can find no faults
I have already short listed quite a lot of prints I had better give this one a low mark.
I think the photograph is let down by printing on the wrong type of paper
If I criticise it enough I should be able to flog the photographer some ilfospeed ink and
paper to keep my sponsor happy.
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Interpreting
Judge’s
Comments
(Continued)

I think the photographer should consider cloning out the distracting light/figure/building
(varies from photo to photo)
It must have taken real skill to capture this photograph, but I’ll complete ignore that by
suggesting a bit of quick manipulation in Photoshop is all that was required to make it
any good.
This is a photograph that would make any parents proud
Why has someone submitted a snapshot from their family album?
I like the sense of movement
It’s a shame it’s a photograph of a building
I think the photographer should go back and have another go in better lighting
conditions
Don’t think you will get a good mark by submitting photos of penguins at the South
Pole.
There are possibly two separate photos vying for attention in this scene
It’s a shame the photographer has not captured either of them.
I can see why the photographer was attracted to this scene
Not another boring sunset!!

Usefully Useless
Facts about
Animals
• Some male songbirds
sing more than 2000
times a day.
• If you lift up a kangaroo’s
tail from the ground,
they can’t hop.
• Sea otters hold hands to
keep them from drifting
apart when they sleep.
• Gorillas can catch human
colds and other illnesses.
• Cows can sleep standing
up, but they dream lying
down.
• A lion in the wild usually
makes no more than 20
kills a year.
• The female lion does
90% of the hunting.
• Squirrels plant thousands
of trees each year by
forgetting where they’ve
buried their acorns.
• On average, dogs have
better eyesight than
humans.
• The bat is the only
mammal that can fly.

This looks like it was taken at a wartime re-enactment
I have travelled from London to mark this competition, I don’t think they still dress like
this in Sheffield but I’ll hedge my bets just in case.
The photographer has correctly focused on the eyes
I am not really sure what to say here … I have never had to mark a photograph of a
potato before.
I always say that the rules are there to be broken
And I always mark low when they are .. they never learn do they?
This print shows that photography can have an emotional impact
I’ll cry if they are all this bad.
I think the digital treatment really helps with this photograph
Even a chimpanzee with a copy of Photoshop would have produced a more subtle
result, but I have been told to keep my comments positive.
This is a well seen photograph which most of us would have walked past
And just because one of you stopped I have now got to try and say something nice
about it.
It has been a pleasure and a challenge to judge such a high quality and varied
selection of prints
Do you need my sort-code or do you normally pay in cash?
I hope the above has provided a more light-hearted view of photographic competitions,
however as I was compiling the list of comments and translations it became very clear
to me what a difficult job the judges do.
Whereas I could compile these few comments at leisure our judges are often faced with
over 100 photographs on which they are required to comment constructively and
individually in a period of less than two hours. It is a job which in its very nature exposes
the judges to criticism, but one which few of us could tackle with expertise.
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External
Exhibitions
and
Awards
Chris Mallett
CPAGB, AFIAP,
BPE3*

Guidance for Entering Exhibitions and Single Adjudication
Judging
Most exhibitions are judged by 3 judges, who can each give a maximum of 5 marks per
image. They have a very short time to view the images, so wow factor is very important.

Local Exhibitions
Midphot
MCPF Exhibition takes place in the early part of the year. This is an excellent exhibition
to ‘dip your toe’ into the water, as there is no minimum limit of entries to put in. Entries
are online, but next season I will be doing a session on how to do online entries. The
exhibition is at Smethwick Photographic Society and so is accessible for us all to visit.
Photofolio
This is an interclub exhibition for the MCPF Region. Clubs can enter a prescribed
number of images, which in our club are selected by the Selection Committee, and
awards are at club level (marks for each entry totted up), plus individual awards in each
category.

Local Club Exhibitions
Local clubs hold their own exhibitions, which are generally advertised in the MCPF
Newsletter.

National Exhibitions
PAGB http://www.thepagb.org.uk/
Inter Federation Prints and PDIs
This event is held in the Summer in Warwick (PDIs) and Autumn in Blackburn (prints).
The MCPF is represented by clubs who get the most points in the MCPF event held in
Leicester in April. Any club in the MCPF can enter this event, and the judging is open,
i.e. all members can attend. We have signed up to enter this year, but I’m not sure what
will be happening at the moment. When the situation is normal it is a great opportunity
to see work from all over the Midlands and also to see how exhibition judging works.
GB Cup and GB Nature Cup
These two competitions, held In January each year, are competitions where any club
can on-line enter a club entry and the entries are all marked and clubs are then ranked
according to their scores. Historically we have entered the Nature Cup and usually finish
in the top third. In future years we may choose to enter the GB Cup (general excluding
nature).

British Photographic Exhibitions
http://www.britishphotographicexhibitions.org.uk/index.php/awards
These are national exhibitions organised by local clubs, either alone or in groups. Any
acceptances in these exhibitions count towards BPE awards
BPE1 Crown Award - 25 points
BPE2 Crown Award - 50 points
BPE3 Crown Award - 100 points
BPE4 Crown Award - 200 points
BPE5 Crown Award - 300 points
Individual medals and ribbons are also awarded at these exhibitions.
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External
Exhibitions
and
Awards
(Continued)

International Exhibitions
FIAP https://www.fiap.net/en
Although there are several different distinctions awarded for international work, the one
that is usually pursued in the UK. This works on a similar system to the BPE award
above, but acceptances need to be spread across salons (the exhibitions entered),
countries and media (prints and DPIs)
Awards start at A(Artistic) FIAP, through various levels of E(Excellence)FIAP

Single Adjudication Awards
PAGB awards for photographic merit are awarded following a single adjudication, where
the entry (either prints or PDIs) achieve a pre-determined total. These awards are
CPAGB, DPAGB and MPAGB.
http://www.thepagb.org.uk/

RPS awards
https://rps.org
The Royal Photographic Society offers three levels of distinction which set recognised
standards of achievement throughout the world. The first is the Licentiate (LRPS), which
requires a portfolio of 10 images to reflect a wide range of skills as a photographer. Next,
is the Associate (ARPS), which requires a body of work (15 images) demonstrating a
very high standard of photography, accompanied by a written statement of intent.
The Fellowship (FRPS) is the highest distinction and requires a distinguished
photographic and creative standard, demonstrated in 20 or 21 photographs,
accompanied by a statement of intent.

Puzzle Corner

Photography Quiz
1) What is AWB short for?
A. Auto Wide Beam
B. Assisted White Beam

C. Actual White Balance
D. Auto White Balance

2) When would you use ‘Bulb’ setting?
A. Shooting in Tungsten light
C. For a very long exposure
B. Shooting indoor sports
D. Shooting with studio flash
3) On a camera with a 1.5 crop factor, 200mm f/2.8 lens the effective focal length is?
A. 150mm
C. 300mm
B. 200mm
D. 400mm
4) Which of the following is not a use for a polarising filter?
A. Reducing reflections
C. Reducing the sensor dust
B. Slowing the shutter speed
D. Making the skies bluer
5) Background blur is also known as?
A. Focal
C. Aberration
B. Parallax
D. Bokeh
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6) What does the term ‘Prime lens’ mean?
A. It has a fixed aperture
C. It has a fixed shutter speed
B. It has a fixed focal length
D. It has manual focus
7) Depth of field is linked to all of these except:
A. The aperture used
C. The focal length used
B. The ISO used
D. The focal distance used
8) Which of these would lead to the darkest photo?
A. 1/500th, f/5.6, ISO 100
C. 1/250th, f/8, ISO 400
th
B. 1/60 , f/8, ISO 400
D. 1/1000th, f/11, ISO 1600
9) When it comes to apertures, which of the following is true?
A. The bigger the f-number the bigger the aperture opening
B. The smaller the f-number the bigger the depth of field
C. The bigger the f-number the smaller the aperture opening
D. The smaller the f-number the slower the shutter speed
10) The camera lens is responsible for the control of all of the following except:
A. The shutter speed
C. The aperture
B. The focussing
D. The field of view

Visit us
On-Line!
Forthcoming
Events

http://www.shirleyphoto.org
https://www.facebook.com/shirleyphotographicsociety/
https://www.instagram.com/shirleyphotosoc/

Shirley PS 2-Points Challenge
2 digital images (any subject) to the usual address at shirleyphotos@hotmail.co.uk
By the deadline of Tuesday 5th May 2020 (midnight).

The Photography Show

Postponed until 19th – 22nd September 2020 NEC Birmingham
Book your ticket online and use the code EOSTPS20 to get a discount of 20%:
https://photographyshow.com/buy-tickets

‘The Knockin’ Shop’
Dave Venables

1D, 2C, 3C, 4C, 5D, 6B, 7B, 8A, 9C, 10A

Puzzle Answers

