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Hope this message finds you all fit-and-well. Well, what strange times we find ourselves
living through. Testing times for us all.
The Covid-19 pandemic has managed to disrupt every aspect of our lives and our
shared hobby is, perhaps understandably, a low priority at the moment. However, in the
forthcoming weeks and months we are sure to appreciate a little entertainment, so, as
a club, we have tried to respond by continuing with a few activities and challenges. Our
final formal competition of the season, the Annual Projected Competition, has been
completed with Anne Sutcliffe stepping in to judge the images from home. We have a
new deadline for our Creative Competition (9th April), to be judged by our own members
online. We have other activities in the pipeline, and I plan to produce a more regular
newsletter, so we can keep in touch during the next few months, while we are unlikely
to be able to meet up in person. As such, please feel free to send me your contributions.
Anything really, your biography, some photographs, a story, a review of some
equipment, a joke (we will be needing plenty of those!), a poem, indeed, anything you
fancy writing.
In this edition of the newsletter, highlights include the results of our recent competitions
and a profile of Dr Anne Sutcliffe. Anne has become a close friend of mine in recent
times and, therein lies a funny story. As you may know, Anne was tremendously helpful
and supportive to me, when I was choosing the photographs to submit for my LRPS
distinction last summer. I was surprised and delighted that my panel was successful
first time, so, to show my appreciation I decided to send a bouquet of flowers to my
mentor. Indeed, not just any flowers, M&S flowers. Anyway, being a bit of a computer
whizz, I guessed my wife’s password and used her account with M&S to place the order.
Unknown to me at the time, I managed to change the default delivery address, from our
own home address to Anne’s. No problem, but by Christmas-time my wife noticed that
not one of her M&S parcels had arrived on time. Investigating with customer services,
she discovered we had managed to send Anne a string of Christmas presents,
including: pyjamas, slippers, a pot-plant, a onesie, a teapot, a cuddly-toy, a toaster,
fondue-set, lingerie. Yes, Anne is the only judge on the circuit I have sent underwear to
… to my knowledge, at least! That took some explaining to my wife, I can tell you. She
has since changed her password. Happily, she’s no longer considered changing her
husband!
Stay well and keep in touch. Berry vest!
With every good wish.

10 Forthcoming
Events

Phil Moorhouse LRPS
SPS Newsletter Editor
Calling all members …..
We are always on the look-out for contributions to our Society Newsletter. If you would
like to submit an article, your biography, some photographs, a tutorial, a joke, a puzzle, a
poem, an advertisement, or anything else you can think of, all contributions will be
gratefully received at:
phil-moorhouse@virginmedia.com
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Spotlight on
Anne Sutcliffe
FRPS

April 2020 (Annual Projected Competition)
Inspired by her father, John Sutcliffe, FRPS, Anne’s enthusiasm for photography really
took off in 1986 when she purchased a state-of-the-art auto-focus Minolta 7000 SLR
camera. Achieving the honour of Licentiate of the RPS a few short years later she met
her future husband Alan Millward, FRPS who became her new mentor and tutor. By
2003 Anne was awarded her Fellowship (FRPS), followed by AFIAP and EFIAP
honours for her work.
Since retiring from her work as a
Consultant Anaesthetist, Dr Sutcliffe has
forged a new ‘career’ supporting up-andcoming photographers. She has held the
post of Chair of the Panel assessing
LRPS, a member of the Advisory Board
of the RPS and she has a busy schedule
judging and lecturing at photographic
clubs both locally and nationally.

Anne played an integral role in the
development of the Portfolio Distinction for
the Photographic Society of America
(PSA) and she is currently involved in the
development
of
their
Mentoring
Programme. Indeed, last September Anne
was awarded the accolade of APSA, an
honour
given
for
photographic
achievements and services to amateur
photography.
Anne continues to enjoy exploring new styles of photography and has sold many of her
images, with all of the proceeds going to the Royal Medical Benevolent Foundation. In
her spare time, Anne loves nothing more than walking her dog, Frazer in Brueton Park.
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Competition
Results

Annual Prints Competition
Judged by Chris Fletcher, the Annual Prints is one of the highlights of our season, and
this year we presented as many as 80 prints for Chris to appraise. Here are some of his
favourites:

1st Group 1 ‘Going Nowhere’

1st Group 2 ‘Indian Market Stall’

Hazel Lane

Heather Thompson

1st Group 3 ‘Red Kite’
David Steele

Stop me if you’ve heard this one …
A guy walks into the local pharmacy and asks the assistant ‘What gets rid of
coronavirus from worktops?’. ‘Ammonia Cleaner’ she replies. ‘Oh Sorry, I thought you
worked here’.

Visit us
On-Line!

http://www.shirleyphoto.org
https://www.facebook.com/shirleyphotographicsociety/
https://www.instagram.com/shirleyphotosoc/
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Competition
Results
(continued)

Annual Projected Competition
Of course, our very first online competition, judged remotely by Anne Sutcliffe. Anne was
sad that she was not able to give her feedback in person, but she was impressed with
the quality, commenting ‘Fantastic images in all three groups!’. Here are the results:

3rd Group 1
‘Abandoned’ Jenny Ladbrooke

Eligibility of
Competition Entries

1st Group 1
‘Under the Ouse Valley Viaduct’
Aileen Nock

• Work judged in previous
seasons cannot be entered
into competitions in any
format.
• Work may not be entered
more than twice during the
same season (except where
it is part of a panel)
• Work entered into the ‘fun’
competitions (Christmas
Knockout and Six Prints) is
not constrained by the
above rule.
• If an image is ‘dropped’
because of excessive entries
in a competition, it is not
counted as ‘entered’.
• If work is considered to be
so similar to a previously
entered image the
Competition Secretary has
the discretion to withhold
the work.
• Work entered for the
President’s Assignment
must have been created in
the year following the
announcement of the
theme.

2nd Group 1
‘Old Gural’ Jolanta B Axon

3rd Group 2
‘View from Burj Khalifa’ Martin Thompson

2nd Group 2
‘Lilac Breasted Roller in Flight’ Jan Cochrane
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Competition
Results
(continued)

3rd Group 3
‘Reaching for the Stars’ Tim Hutchin

1st Group 2
‘Northumberland Shore’ Fay Venables

2nd Group 3
‘Zebra Landing’ Christine Mallett

3rd

Group 3
‘Reaching for
the Stars’
Tim Hutchin

AV Links:
Group 1:
https://youtu.be/gjPNNdFyl0M
Group 2:
https://youtu.be/2-1CPHMKfAc
Group 3:
https://youtu.be/S44csZmNXEM

1st

Group 3
‘Growing
With the
Flow’
Mick Schilling
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More Worms
Of Wisdy
Professor Unwin

Professor Unwin’s Guide to the DSLR Camera
Once upon a polly tito, Professy explorit some
of the more-advent features of the DSLR
Camera. Deep joy!
Firstly-most is the formit. Mostly-all cameras
scoot in the JPEG formit, but the ROAR-formit
incorporlodes mucho-most information on your
pickles, allowit the correckers of many an
erroneous pickle.
Nextly, is the inter-swappabole lenses. Thus, meanit that you can fixit with new opticals,
meanit the same camera may utililose for many-most scenes, beit wode-angel,
telescopic or even Macron. A worm of warny tho’, not all opticals fixit with all cameras.
Oh folly!
The recordage of Videole may be paramount and your DSLR can capture Videole in Hide-Hi Def or even 4K. The resolute-lode is impressive.
Your DSLR camera will feature many-most Camera-modes, like Av or A, Tv or S, M for
manual-lode and Auto, but, let’s facit, real photoloppers never utilose Auto. Oh yes!
Nextly-most is the ISO-range. A hugelode of ISO such as 10,000 meanit the photolopper
can capture their pickles in even lode-light, but the grainit and Noisiment might be
evident. A low, low-lode of ISO such as 80 might be possibole, meanit the photolopper
can capture all the detailment in the scene. Deep joy for the low, low-lode ISO!
Uselode-beneficially is the Depth-of-Field preview, which allowit the photolopper to view
how much of their pickle is in focus at differing apertudes, such as f/4, f/5.6 and f/11.
Lastly-most, is it Fullest Frame or Croppy-censored? Croppy, in fact, means your
opticals operatit at sometime like 1.6-timely the focal-length, which might be
preforiterole. It’s a minefield!
Remember! Keep Photolopping those pickles!
Prof S. Unwin

Stop me if you’ve heard this one ….
An airliner is travelling back from a key coronavirus summit in Europe. On board is
President Donald Trump, Boris Johnson, Angela Merkel, The Pope and a 10-year
old schoolboy. The plane hits a flock of birds taking out all four engines and begins
to plummet. Realising there are only four parachutes, Trump takes the first one
declaring ‘I am the smartest man in the USA and I am needed to help America
recover from the Pandemic’, and jumps. Boris Johnson takes the second one and
says ‘It is my duty to make Britain great again’ and jumps. The Pope says ‘I need a
parachute as the world will always need the leader of the Catholic Church’. He
takes the next one and jumps. Angela Merkel turns to the 10-year old ‘You take the
last parachute. I’ve lived a full and long life and yours is just beginning’. The 10year old replies ‘Don’t worry there are two parachutes left. The smartest man in
the USA just jumped out strapped to my school bag!’.
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Introducing
Jenny
Ladbrooke

Beginner’s Eye
I am sure there are many reasons why people join a photographic society but, I suspect,
there aren’t many who sign up because of the passive aggressiveness on the netball
court! You wouldn’t believe the tutting, the rolling of eyes, the looks that can kill, that
happen when a ball is missed or a shot ends up in the wrong hands. My daughter Anna
was finding out that, what had once been a fun game between friends, was now a
battlefield of teenage drama often directed at her! So, a new extra-curricular activity was
needed.
I don’t have that many bright ideas, sadly, but knowing Anna’s love of photography I
thought joining a photography club might play to her interests and give her some useful
tips for her Photography GSCE. Looking on the internet for a local club to join, Solihull
seemed a little too serious (apologies to those of you who are members of this club!!),
but Shirley, by contrast, came across as friendly and welcoming, and in real life it has
certainly proved to be just that.
I cringe when I remember the number of people who came up to chat when we first
joined and asked what camera we had and I had no idea ..... But what started out as me
simply accompanying Anna as her Mum, quickly turned out to be very fascinating
evenings on a subject about which I’d never really paid any attention. I was hooked!
Of course, I’d taken photos throughout my life, usually pretty dreadful ones. If all limbs
and body parts were present and not cut-off then it was a good photo and if it was sharp,
it was a very rare day! My Dad, at the start of each holiday, sighing inwardly, would buy
a film for my camera knowing full well that they would all be awful. Frankly that constant
disappointment put me off taking photos other than record shots of holidays and special
occasions.

DSLR Camera Settings

I quickly learnt that taking a photo of a beautiful scene never captured a fraction of the
actual beauty, so I tended to stick to people against a nice background. And with the
arrival of digital cameras about the same time as we had children, they were an absolute
boon. I could and did take thousands of photos and by sheer fluke and based on the
volume of photos taken, some were ok. Again, they usually involved a
child/children/husband in shot and as mementos of special times they certainly served
their purpose. In fact, as my late husband never took photos it looks as my children’s
upbringing was entirely absent of a mother! But the concept of a good photo as a good
photo, capturing something special, unique and eye catching was completely lost on
me. I wouldn’t have known where to start.
I did keep trying though. Working for an international engineering company in HR I went
to some fascinating places and I felt duty bound to try and capture the sights and
experiences but again to little effect. It was all very off putting. Even more so when I
would compare Anna’s holiday pictures with mine. Consistently I noticed that her
pictures were always better. It would never have dawned on me to take a close up of an
elephant’s eye or off-centre the main subject etc. She has a natural eye. I don’t.
Cue Shirley Photographic Society. It was a revelation! I was blown away by the photos
and amazed at the speed with which a judge could assess a picture they had never seen
before. I still am frankly! The variety of photos surprised me. I expected pictures of
landscapes, wildlife and the like, but not buildings at unusual angles, the captured
ordinary scene that was in fact entirely extraordinary, the creative still life, the more
abstract photographs. It was all new to me.
We spent the first year just absorbing and learning. I know the society is full of
experienced and talented photographers and I guess some of the sessions cover much
of what is already known to them but to a newbie it was eye opening and at times quite
overwhelming.

8
Newsletter April 2020

Shirley Photographic Society

Introducing
Jenny
Ladbrooke
(Continued)

The following year, with much trepidation, we began to enter photos. Some went down
reasonably well, others not so much. I think ‘mediocre’ was an assessment of one of my
pictures which, to be fair, was truly deserved. With no past catalogue of images, we
needed to start pretty much from scratch. But as one speaker put it, it gives going out
for a walk a purpose. And I also found I didn’t have to travel to the end of the earth to
get interesting shots. It was a case of keeping my eyes open and looking for an image
or view-point that stood out.
I got a lot from both the outside speakers,
particularly those that outline a technique but
also sessions from the home team like Phil’s
on photoshop which for a beginner was mind
boggling, or Tim’s on deliberate camera
movement, which with my experience of
taking blurred photos I should be a
natural! All inspiring and opening new
opportunities to get out and about with the
camera. While I don't have innate ability I
was learning.....
‘Spooked Zebra’ Jenny Ladbrooke

The judges’ comments I found hugely
enlightening, not just of my pictures, but of all of the photos. Well, to qualify that, let’s
say not all comments because we can’t always agree with the judges on something as
subjective as photography can we? But it’s been so helpful to pick up good
compositional tips and general points about what constitutes a good competition photo
and what should be avoided. So, my beginner’s eye is gradually getting more fine-tuned.
There’s a long way to go though…..
I will probably always have more questions than answers about techniques, my camera
settings and composition but thanks to all the members for their encouragement and
inspiration, it’s been so much fun learning and participating. And thanks to Anna for
introducing me to this wonderful hobby and not behaving like her former netball teammates with no eye rolling when she yet again has to remind me how to use the camera
or digs me out of another Photoshop rabbit hole!

Stop me if you’ve heard this one …
I accidentally booked myself on to an escapology course. I’m really struggling to
get out of it.
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Tales from
The Outside
Dr Tim Hutchin

Whilst most of you have been stuck inside enjoying cups of tea and re-runs of Murder
She Wrote and Homes Under the Hammer some of us have been allowed outside into
the big wide World. Somehow classed as a “key
worker” (that's working for the NHS not a
locksmith) it was business as usual for a while.
Not being a front-line worker (but nonetheless
playing a vital role in the laboratory) I did feel
slightly guilty with all the privileges bestowed
upon NHS staff. Free cups of coffee almost
anywhere I go, though the 50% off food at
Nando’s came on the day they shut and free
parking is great if there was anywhere open in
town. Select shopping hours aren't that great as
the shelves are still empty and I often have to
share the store with old people!! It was a treat
walking into Sainsburys early as the oldies
queued outside in the cold. Tee-hee. Shouldn't
they be self-isolating anyway not cramming into
a room full of other old people?
Commuting by train had been pleasant until
they went to one train an hour, which means an
early start but they're still not busy. Still late
though! Mind the gap takes on a whole new
meaning now. At Snow Hill a quick flash of my
gold (NHS) card to the policeman and I'm on my
way.
Over the last few weeks Birmingham city centre has got quieter and quieter. Walking
around the city centre at lunch time this week was most eerie, it's like some postapocalyptic film without the zombies. Barely a soul about (note I didn't mention Villa
Park), virtually everywhere shut it makes Chernobyl look busy. No need for a long
exposure to get a scene without people in it.

Isolation Projects
Some photographic
projects to try during
isolation:
• Smoke Trails
• Still life
• Model cars / objects /
ornaments
• Family portraits
• Composite images
• Pets
• Garden flowers
• Garden bugs / insects
• Food photography
• Strange Fruit
• Shoot a selfie
• Garden birds
• Restore an old picture
• Cutlery art
• Miniature figures
• Learn a new software
technique
• Research a favourite
photographer
• Organise your files

Our workload dropped dramatically as people didn't want to attend hospital for clinics or
operations unless they really had to. With that and the apparent anticipation of us all
getting it at some point we had to split into two teams, so in The A-team it's me (Dr T)
and my merry band. Whilst in team B others I won’t see for some time. I'm now in only
on Mondays and Tuesdays and at home “working” the rest of the week. Just waiting for
IT to give us all remote access and we all know how great the NHS IT system is.
So, after 2 days of a few emails and a bit of planning I'm bored. There has been talk of
being redeployed within the trust if it gets really bad so I'm honing my skills playing
Operation. Otherwise, for once I'm actually looking forward going to work. Yes, it's that
desperate.
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Tales from
The Outside
(Continued)

I expect we're all missing holidays, the way
things are going it might be a weekend
camping in Shirley park is as exotic as it
gets. And it's not as if we can get out much
with the camera, even in this glorious
weather. Next season’s natural history
could be full of bees, spiders and perhaps
some dragonflies!! As for landscapes the
rules might have to be tweaked to allow
back gardens. At least the President’s
picnic won't be affected by this ban on
groups of more than 2 (was this all a ploy
of Mick to get out of buying a couple of
boxes of wine?).
On the plus side Villa haven't lost for about 4 weeks now
and look like extending that run for a while yet. Most of us
will probably have very clean houses before long and air
quality will improve dramatically. Brexit has been forgotten
and those of you who don't like sports can hardly complain
now. I'm off now to get some suntan cream (for back
garden bathing) at 20% off in Superdrug. See you all next
season (hopefully) and stay well and sane. I would update
you next month but I expect it'll just read “as above”.

Puzzle Corner

Quiz
You will need to read back through this newsletter to find the answers to the following
questions:
1. What was Anne Sutcliffe’s profession before retiring?
2. Which Birmingham railway station does Tim pass through on his way to work every
day?
3. Name the sport Anna took part in before taking up photography?
4. Which city is the home to the Burj Khalifa?
5. When is the deadline for the Creative competition?
6. What is the name of Anne’s dog?
7. What is the make and model of the ‘Abandoned’ car?
8. How many prints made up our Annual Print Competition?
9. What is the minimum ISO value featured on your own camera?
10.What is the dial setting for Shutter-Priority on your camera?

Forthcoming
Events

Shirley PS Creative Competition
Up to 3 creative images to the usual address at shirleyphotos@hotmail.co.uk
By the deadline of Thursday 9th April 2020.

The Photography Show

Postponed until 19th – 22nd September 2020 NEC Birmingham
Book your ticket online and use the code EOSTPS20 to get a discount of 20%:
https://photographyshow.com/buy-tickets

