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Well here we are at the start of another season and the super programme Sue has
arranged for us. We certainly have had some varied and interesting talks so far this
year. I particularly enjoyed the recent talk ‘My Travels through my Lens and the
Eye of the Photographer’ by Colin Dixon EFIAP CPAGB who ‘Zoomed’ in all the
way from Italy! We truly are a ‘global photographic society’. I thought Colin’s
images were stunning and reminded me of the same places I had visited as him –
strangely though my images didn’t look anything like his … I wonder why? And I
marvelled at the wonderful images of birds and scenery that we saw in Deborah
and Duncan Armour’s talk ‘In the Footsteps of Shackleton’ – I certainly wouldn’t
mind treading in Duncan’s footsteps to get images like his!
I am sure you will all have been out and about with your cameras over the Summer
looking for ideas and images to use for our competitions this year. I can’t wait to
see them all – it never ceases to amaze me the variety of images we see and the
different ‘takes’ our members put on things. The recent ‘Fun Knockout’ competition
with its 473 entries raising a handsome sum of £236 for Society funds certainly
whet our appetite of images to come this year. Congratulations to our President,
Mick Shilling, with his winning image.
In August’s Newsletter I mentioned ‘World Photography Day’ which was being held
on 19th August 2021. The winner and Photographer of the Year 2021 is Tom Price.
His image “Porter” featured 'relocated' porters from Kolkata and was a reflection on
the experience of migrant workers.
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Thank you to everyone who has submitted articles for this Newsletter and do
please keep sending them in. Happy reading.
Elizabeth Smith
Editor
Calling all members …..
We are always on the look-out for contributions to our Society Newsletter. If you
would like to submit an article, your biography, some photographs, a tutorial, a joke,
a puzzle, a poem, an advertisement, or anything else you can think of, all
contributions will be gratefully received at:
172elizabeth@gmail.com
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Through the Lens
This month’s feature looks at a famous photographer and his impact on the discipline.

Ansel Adams (1902-1984)
Ansel Adams was the king of landscape photography and known as the ‘Supreme
Master of Landscape Photography’. He specialised in black and white landscapes
and was also an environmentalist who was passionate about taking sharp
photographs of nature that were full of clarity and contrast. His images of the
landscape of the American West, especially Yosemite National Park, are his most
iconic body of work.
Besides popularising Landscape Photography, Adams gave the world a great tool for
getting the best tones for each portion of a photograph in print. The Zone System,
which he developed alongside Fred Archer, refers to the amount of light a specific
portion of the negative needs to imprint the best tones onto paper.
Adams primarily used large format cameras, which are also known as view cameras
or field cameras. He used these particular cameras because of their ability to ensure
extremely high resolution and sharpness when rendering images. Large format starts
at 4″ x 5″. To get an idea of the amount of information that this format is capable of
capturing, you can fit 15 35mm negatives inside a 4″ x 5″ negative (the smallest of
large format). Inside an 8″ x 10″ (another standard of large format), you get the same
amount of information with 60 35mm negatives.
In addition to his work on the Zone System, Adams also founded the photography
group known as Group f/64 along with fellow photographers Willard Van Dyke and
Edward Weston. He also created three magnificent books that are considered the
bibles of photography: The Camera; The Negative; The Print. These three very
dense and technical books cover the entire photographic workflow including the Zone
System. In The Camera, Adams discussed everything from visualisation to special
purpose equipment and techniques. In The Negative, he covered a wide range of
topics from image values to value control in processing and emphasised the
importance of darkroom processes, equipment, and procedures. In The Print, he
discussed the expressive image and special printing applications.
Ansel Adams first visited Yosemite National Park in 1916 and returned in 1920 as a
caretaker for the Sierra Club’ s LeConte Lodge, still planning a career as a concert
pianist. His first portfolio “Parmelian Prints of the High Sierra” was published in 1927.
He then focused on his photography and began his iconic works in Yosemite. Such
was the impact of his images he was appointed by the US Government to take
photographs of all of the United States National Parks. Adams’ most famous
photograph is ‘Monolith, the Face of Half Dome’, taken in Yosemite National Park.

https://www.shirleyphoto.org
https://www.facebook.com/shirleyphotographicsociety/
https://www.instagram.com/shirleyphotosoc/
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“There are no rules for good photographs, there are only good
photographs.”
Ansel Adams
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Covid Travels - What to do and what not to do by Jane Roby
When my daughter, Lauren, moved to Germany after 7 years in Australia we thought
we would see a lot more of her and our two little grandchildren, now aged 2 and 3
(soon to be 4). Why Germany? - her husband works for a company whose head
office is in Heidelberg.
Unfortunately Covid travel restrictions put an end to our plans. We managed to grab
a short visit last September when numbers began to fall rapidly but, while we were
away, the Kent variant kicked off and we were consigned to FaceTime for the months
ahead. With the recent increase in numbers following the introduction of the Delta
variant Angela Merkel was intent on getting the whole of Europe to ban UK travellers.
Arriving home after golf in early July, I found my husband Chris looking very pleased
with himself. He had received a call from Lauren to say that Boris had been talking to
Angela and managed to convey the point that our increasing Covid cases were all
amongst those not vaccinated and that there was no reason to ban those with two
doses. She had relented and with Kindergarten closed for a week the family were
heading down to the Black Forest for a couple of nights and would we like to join
them? By the time I heard about it the flights were already booked.
So first the good news - no tests were required to travel to Germany, just proof of
vaccination. How do you prove your vaccine status - the NHS App (not the Covid
App). Easy to set-up on an iPhone with your NHS number. You cannot print out your
status from the App, but you can request a document from the NHS which arrived in
a few days and was a lot easier to show than messing around finding it on the
‘phone.
Next the rules for returning to the UK, which are not so straight forward. A lateral flow
test is required 3 days prior to departure, or so the rules say, more on this later. We
then had to do a PCR test on day two after returning. There is also the footnote that
rules can change.
We duly ordered a batch of lateral flow tests from the NHS only to find that these are
not accepted for return to the UK, you have to book through a private company and
pay. We took them with us anyway, good decision! You also have to book and pay
for the PCR test on return and have proof of the booking.
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Flights sorted, hotel booked for the trip to the Schwartzwald, and just car hire to
follow. It was at this point that Chris realised that his driving licence had expired. He
had renewed it at age 70, but it had slipped his mind that he now has to renew it
every three years. Looking at the DVLA website you will be told that a reminder will
be sent. It wasn’t. Application sent off but no choice, I had to do all the driving.

On July 30th we flew to Frankfurt, a massive airport but one with frequent flights from
Birmingham lasting a little over an hour. The plane resembled an Air Fix kit next to
the others at the airport. They let us in and all was looking positive, in fact Germany
was moved from the Amber list to Green during our stay. We were heading for a very
small town to the north of Heidelberg, and just one road, the A5 autobahn, almost
door-to-door.
After a few days of walks amongst the grapevines and fruit trees of the local fields,
and many trips to the various playgrounds we set off south for our mini break.
It should have taken less than three hours but a series of road works and torrential
rain dragged it out to four. It’s quite scary driving on the autobahn between trucks
and high speed cars when the rain and spray reduces visibility to not very much. I

was very glad to arrive safely at a delightful family run hotel near Löffingen. A very
apologetic owner then informed us that the rules had changed that day and we
had to do a ‘schnell’ test (lateral flow). This was the point where I felt very pleased to
have packed the NHS kits, and they were acceptable for this purpose. All sorted in
time to go for a swim with the family.
The reason for choosing this destination was that it’s adjacent to Tatzmania, a
mixture of wild animal park and rides suitable for younger children. We were
impressed with the healthy animals in large well planned enclosures, and our
granddaughter got her first rollercoaster ride.
On the way back from our break we opted to drive a significant distance through the
forest with its chocolate box villages and beautiful scenery and
it was suggested we stop at Triberg to the north of the forest.
Triberg is best described as a tourist destination, with coach
parks, cuckoo clocks and other tourist tat. We stopped at what
claims to be the world’s largest cuckoo clock on the outskirts of
town. It is in fact the wall of a large shop where you can insert
coins in a slot to see the figures in action! I didn’t even bother
to take a photo. We had a quick look at the vast array of
clocks inside and beat a hasty retreat joining the A5 again well
north and about two hours from our destination. That took
about three more hours!
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Three days before our departure on Friday we got ready for our Covid tests. Chris is
very good at reading the small print and had watched the video stating that if you are
travelling on Monday your test will be Friday. He booked our slots for just before
10am UK time, 11am for us. Taking this test involves a video call from the company
concerned and administering the lateral flow test in front of the caller. You then label
the kit with a reference number, time and date and photograph it next to your
passport. This is duly sent off and a certificate sent to your ‘phone. How simple is
that? You also have to complete a Covid locater form. Finding all this and where
and how to submit the required information took Chris a lot of time and reading of
small print. I just did all the packing and driving!
Monday arrived and we set off in plenty of time leaving at about 12.15 for a 4pm
flight, the airport being less than an hour away. All was going well, then the cars
ahead started braking and we were soon almost at a standstill. We continued to
creep along for about 30 mins occasionally stopping as four lanes of traffic parted to
allow a series of fire engines to pass through at high speed. It was impressive to see
how well everyone responded. We lost count of how many emergency vehicles
passed us but when we eventually reached the scene we found a petrol station, still
smoking and smouldering from an incident five hours earlier when a car had been
driven into a petrol pump, the chain reaction causing a major fire. We had witnessed
the back-up emergency vehicles after the first lot had run out of foam. If you want
further details try googling - Gas station Graefenhausen Ost
Arriving at Frankfurt we returned the car and found the Lufthansa check in, producing
the required documents on our ‘phones. The lady on the desk read the Covid
certificate and was hugely apologetic in telling us that her system stated that the test
had to be done within 72 hours of travel, not three days, and that our tests were done
4 hours too early. As such we could not travel, and that was the last flight of the day.
One advantage of such a large airport is a large Covid testing site where we able to
be re-tested, for a fee, and the appropriate certificate issued. Unfortunately the delay
from the fire, plus a 30 minute queue at check-in, then waiting for the test result
meant no chance of making the flight. We also had to re-do the Covid locater forms.
We were re-booked onto a 9.30 am flight next day and had to stay overnight in a
hotel where a very helpful receptionist printed out our test results to help with check
in next day. Checking the small print on arrival home it took a lot of delving into small
print to find the 72 hour rule. You have been warned!
The final hurdle was a PCR test on day two - so which is day two? Again a lengthy
search on the Internet. Arrival home is day 0, work it out from there.

Visit us
On-Line!
https://www.shirleyphoto.org

https://www.shirleyphoto.org
https://www.facebook.com/shirleyphotographicsociety/
https://www.instagram.com/shirleyphotosoc/
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A Trip to East Fortune by Phil Moorhouse

Continuing my mission to photograph each and every one of the, now retired, fleet of
British Concordes, my last sojourn before the pandemic struck, took me to Edinburgh
to visit East Fortune. The Museum of Flight at East Fortune is the home of G-BOAA,
the very first Concorde to enter service. In fact, not having flown on a commercial
airliner for almost 22 years myself, the flight itself was a big part of the adventure.
Following the widespread disruption caused by Storm Ciara the previous weekend,
Storm Dennis this time, was threatening to spoil the party. However, sparing a few
‘bumps in the road’ while climbing out of Birmingham and a bit of a roller-coaster ride
going into Edinburgh airport, the flight was very comfortable and exciting.
G-BOAA was the very first supersonic airliner to carry passengers in 1976. AlphaAlpha was retired from service following the tragedy in Paris and, having not being
modified following the accident, was never again deemed ‘airworthy’. As such, the
airframe had to be partially dismantled, and made its final journey to East Scotland by
road, then river, then sea, before being re-assembled and restored for display at the
Museum of Flight. Astonishingly, the cost of making BOAA airworthy must have been
more expensive than dismantling it and transporting it by other methods!
Alpha-Alpha has been successfully
reassembled and certainly looks in fine
fettle displayed, pride of place, in its own
hangar alongside a retired Red Arrows
Hawk and the fuselage of a BOAC Boeing
707. A fabulous array of Concorde
memorabilia is displayed alongside BOAA,
including the Rolls-Royce Olympus
Snecma engine, examples of the various
passenger seats, a toilet cubicle(!) and
many photographic records.
Other exhibits on display at the Museum of Flight include the Vulcan Bomber, XM597
which saw action in the Falklands War of 1982, the Comet 4c, one of the world’s first
commercial jetliners and a, rather spectacularly suspended, Supermarine Spitfire.
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So, with all the UK-based exhibits photographed, the final few Concordes to complete
my mission involve trips to New York, Seattle and Barbados…. Suddenly my wife is a
little more interested in the project!
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Photography Podium
Congratulations to everyone who has entered the ‘Fun’ competitions run during the
Summer period, which saw some great and different images being submitted. Our
first ‘serious’ competition of the season has now taken place and again we were
treated to some wonderful images from our members alongside constructive and
helpful comments from our judge, Carol McNiven Young.
It’s also wonderful that we will now be able to re-introduce the ‘Prints’ category into
this year’s competition cycle. Full details of all forthcoming competitions and their
submission dates can be found in the Programme and on the website.
Fun Open Competition 12th August 2021:
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Competition
Results

Group 1
1st

2nd

3rd

2nd

3rd

2nd

3rd

(continued)

Group 2
1st

Group 3
1st

Knockout Competition 9th September
An incredible 473 raising £236 for Society funds. Judged by you the audience.
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Competition
Results
(continued)
All of our competition results
are available at:
https://www.shirleyphoto.org/i
ndex.php/galleryparent/compresults

Runners up:

A good photograph is one that communicates a fact, touches the heart and
leaves the viewer a changed person for having seen it. It is, in a word,
effective.”
– Irving Penn

First Digital Competition 30th September
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Competition
Results
(continued)
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Every Picture Tells A Story …
Congratulations to Val Manning who was the ‘winner’ of our photograph caption
competition with her entry:
‘The Jab Natters Tea Party’

This edition’s ‘Caption Competition is for the photograph below so get thinking and
send me your caption entries by 31st October 2021.

Stop me if you’ve heard this one….
What do photographers need to hang up their photos?
Jpegs!
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Members’ Corner
Frank Barnes
Sadly, Frank Barnes died in August. Frank and his wife Edna were not members of
the Society but supported it in many ways. Frank and Edna used to attend all our
dinners and our coach trips abroad and would also come to our caravan and other
Week-end meetings. Unfortunately, they have not been able to travel during the last
few years, but I am sure many of the longer standing members will remember them.
Fay Venables

Jane Lazenby – Photoshop Fundamentals and Creative Inspiration,
short course
This is the course I would have loved to have had access to early on in my
photography journey. Society members remember we had Jane twice last year and a
number of us were wowed by her creativity and use of Photoshop. She is also an
excellent teacher, steady and clear, just my type of learning.
Jane has run a couple of free challenges but she has now developed two courses
which run for 7 weeks in bite size chunks. The first lesson is free and can be had on
a no obligation basis, then a cost of £35 for each full course. An absolute bargain….
More information here. https://ejlazenby.com/
Jenny Ladbrooke

Photoshop Fundamentals

Creative Inspiration
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GOLF AND WHAT IT ALL MEANS
For all those avid golfers amongst us (and following on from the recent Solheim Cup
and Ryder Cup) here are some wise words … sent in by Dave Venables:
Golf can best be defined as an endless series of tragedies obscured by the
occasional miracle, followed by a good bottle of beer.
Golf You hit down to make the ball go up. You swing left and the ball goes right.
The lowest score wins. On top of that, the winner buys the drinks.
Golf is harder than baseball. In Golf, you have to play your foul balls.
If you find you do not mind playing Golf in the rain, the snow, even during a hurricane, here's
tip ........ Your life is in trouble.
Golfers who try to make everything perfect before taking the shot rarely make a
perfect shot.
A ‘gimme’ can best be defined as an agreement between two golfers ... neither of
whom can putt very well.
An interesting thing about Golf is that no matter how badly you play, it is always
possible to get worse.
Golf’s a hard game to figure. One day you'll go out and slice it and shank it, hit into
all the traps and miss every green. The next day you go out and for no reason at all
you really stink.
If your best shots are the practice swing and the 'gimme putt', you might wish to
reconsider this game.
Golf is the only sport where the most feared opponent is you.
Golf is like marriage. If you take yourself too seriously it won't work, and both are
expensive.
The best wood in most amateurs' bags is the pencil.

Stop me if you’ve heard this one…
Why did the camera stop dreaming about a career in photography?
He couldn’t remain focused.
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Free Equipment
Two studio lights with stands and carrying bag....Interfit Stellar 150. There are two
silver umbrellas too but not sure if those are any good... Free to anyone that wants
them!
Contact Jolanta if interested.

Photoshop!
Has anyone-else been as eagle-eyed as Chris Lee and seen this trending on Twitter?

Visit us
On-Line!
https://www.shirleyphoto.org

https://www.shirleyphoto.org
https://www.facebook.com/shirleyphotographicsociety/
https://www.instagram.com/shirleyphotosoc/

