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Here we are, at the end of a momentous season at Shirley Photographic Society,
probably for all the wrong reasons.
Congratulations to Mick, who has ‘held-the-fort’ so effectively this year and, happily,
has agreed to continue as our President for the forthcoming season. This year’s AGM
proved to be a model of efficiency, with all club business closed for the year, and still
time to enjoy an excellent evening of photography. Congratulations, too, to Jenny
and Jolanta on their well-deserved promotions to Group 2 and Group 3, respectively.
Thank you all for honouring me with the Patrick Barlow Award. It means a great deal
to me.
Also, at this year’s AGM we decided upon our theme for next season’s Themed
Competition. The voting was close, but our members chose the theme of ‘Trees’. So,
perhaps time to start thinking out-of-the-box, in order to produce something to catch
the judge’s eye. We hope to have both digital and print versions of the Themed
Competition next season, and remember, there are no constraints on when the
picture was taken.
As I conclude my twentieth, and final newsletter, I would like to thank you all for your
continued support and encouragement. Our Society made it through the year 202021 because you all wanted it to be successful and joined-in so enthusiastically. I know
we are all eager to meet up again in the Church Hall, but, in a funny sort of way,
Zoom has brought us closer together.
I am delighted to announce that Liz Smith has
kindly offered to take-up-the-reins of our
newsletter. It is great to know our publication is
in very capable hands and I am sure you will
enjoy supporting Liz with interesting articles and
photographs in the coming months.
A warm welcome to Liz.

Tells a Story
So, for my final time.
All the berry vest!
Phil Moorhouse LRPS & Liz Smith
SPS Newsletter Editor

Calling all members …..
We are always on the look-out for contributions to our Society Newsletter. If you
would like to submit an article, your biography, some photographs, a tutorial, a joke,
a puzzle, a poem, an advertisement, or anything else you can think of, all
contributions will be gratefully received at:

172elizabeth@googlemail.com
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Find Boris

Do you remember the challenges the newspapers used to set, where they hid a tiny
character amongst the pages of the publication? This month I challenge you to locate
Boris, the black cat, amongst the pages of our newsletter. This is what Boris looks
like:

ö

Trophies and
Awards
This Year’s
Roll of Honour

Trophy

Winner

Distinction

ERIC JONES
MEMORIAL TROPHY

Jenny Ladbrooke

2nd Mono - Groups 1 - 3

DAVID BENTLEY
MEMORIAL TROPHY

David Venables

2nd travel – Groups 1- 3

NORMAN J. PRUE
TROPHY

Sue Pearmain

1st Travel - Groups 1 - 3

HUGH OWEN
TROPHY

Jenny Ladbrooke

Nature Group 1

HAYDN JONES
MEMORIAL TROPHY

Tony Dyson

Nature Group 2

DON MALLETT
TROPHY

Mick Schilling

Nature Group 3

WATKINS
TROPHY

Jenny Ladbrooke

Presidents Set Assignment
Groups 1 - 3

TOM BARTLETT
TROPHY

Aileen Nock

Panels Groups 1 - 3

DON & ELSIE WARDELL
TROPHY

David Venables

Best Theme Groups 1 - 3

LANDSCAPE COLOUR
TROPHY

Chris Lee

Landscape Group 1

STRANGE
TROPHY

Jolanta Bujalska - Axon

Landscape Group 2

KIRK
CUP

Mick Schilling

Landscape Group 3

BIGGS
SALVER

Jolanta Bujalska - Axon

1st Mono - Groups 1 - 3

TIMBRELL
TROPHY

Jenny Ladbrooke

Annual Group 1

COLOUR (SLIDE)
GOBLET

Jolanta Bujalska - Axon

Annual Group 2

FRANK SMYTH
MEMORIAL TROPHY

Mick Schilling

Annual Group 3

DAVID VENABLES
SHIELD

Phil Moorhouse

Best AV

ADVANCED PLUS
MERIT AWARD

Sue Pearmain

Total Score DI Group 3

PETER WOODBRIDGE
TROPHY

Jolanta Bujalska - Axon

Total Score DI Group 2

TRI COLOUR
6-CUP

Jenny Ladbrooke

Total Score DI Group 1

Congratulations to all award winners and all runners-up in this season’s competitions.
We look forward to hosting an awards ceremony, of some sorts, in the not-too-distant
future.
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Competition
Results

Annual Digital Competition 2021
Judged by Steve Clifford, CPAGB BPE3* AFIAP, our Annual Digital Competition was
hotly contested. Here are the highlights:

1st Group 1
‘White Tulips’
Jenny Ladbrooke

2nd Group 1
‘Wouldn’t Cut Melted Butter’
Aileen Nock

3rd Group 1
‘Coastal Defence’
Elizabeth Smith

Visit us
On-Line!
https://www.shirleyphoto.org

https://www.shirleyphoto.org
https://www.facebook.com/shirleyphotographicsociety/
https://www.instagram.com/shirleyphotosoc/
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Competition
Results

1st Group 2
‘Theo’
Jolanta B Axon

(continued)

2nd Group 2
‘Twilight on the Pier’
Jeannette Strange

Did You Know? ….
If you shoot in RAW, you
can open the RAW file
more than once,
process it differently
each time, saving each
image with a different
name. Then, you can
open the files in
Photoshop, overlaying
them with different
blending modes to
create interesting
effects. Try it! It may be
useful to recover the
detail in a bland,
uninteresting sky.

3rd Group 2
‘Wash Time’
Jolanta B Axon
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Competition
Results

1st Group 3
‘Denthead Rain’
Mick Schilling

(continued)
All of our competition results
are available at:
https://www.shirleyphoto.org/i
ndex.php/galleryparent/compresults

2nd Group 3
‘This One Fits!’
Phil Moorhouse

3rd Group 3
‘Woodpecker’
Jane Roby
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More
Competition
Results
Watch the video at:

Creative Competition 2021
This year’s competition featured some superbly inventive and imaginative ideas, and
was judged online by our audience. Here are the results:

1st Creative
‘Lockdown Clock’
Chris Lee

https://youtu.be/O-To3i8uEVQ

2nd Creative
‘Moonlit Stag’
Jenny Ladbrooke

Compositional
Ideas
• Draw the viewer’s
attention into your
picture (left-to-right,
top-to-bottom)
• Use the rule-of-thirds,
placing a subject of
interest roughly on
the intersection of
two thirds.
• Border control – check
around the edges of
your picture for
unwanted
distractions.
• Leading Lines – Use
fences, road, shadows,
benches, anything that
points your viewer
into the picture.
• Odd numbers of
things seem to work
well.
• Know the rules of
composition, so you
can break them!

3rd Creative
‘Cityscape’
Jenny Ladbrooke
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Audio-Visual
Competition
Results

AV Competition 2021
This year’s competition was judged online via Zoom and the winners were:

Title

Roy’s
Ramblings
Roy Buckle

Author

First
Place

There’s Some Things the Grown-ups Just
Won’t Tell You

Phil Moorhouse

Second
Place

The British Mining Industry

Rosie Thompson

Third
Place

Austria’s Alpine Meadows

Tim Hutchin

The Beach Party
Before I was married, my wife and some friends decided to hire some campervans and
tents and to visit Wales for a weekend. We found a campsite near the beach, collected
some food and wood, and decided to have a barbeque on the beach. The weather was
lovely and some of us went swimming. Coming out of the sea the beach was flat except
for this one small dune. My future wife and I went behind the dune to shield us from the
others. As we lay on the sand, through the tufts of grass I noticed something sticking
out of the sand. It looked like a metal pipe! I dug around it to expose more of it.
Suddenly I realized I had seen something like it before in films and outside Life-Boat
stations for collecting money. It was a MINE!!
We ran to alert the others and, following a discussion, we decided to inform the Police.
We went to the nearest telephone box (there were no mobiles, in those days). They
said they would send someone. Meanwhile could we start to move people away. It is
amazing when you ask people to leave the beach, you expect a mouthful of abuse, but
when you point out there is an unexploded mine you can’t see them for dust!
A Police car arrived, and I led the officers towards the mine. They then returned to the
car and called for reinforcements on the car radio. We were moved back, they closed
the beach café and put up some red tape to seal-off the area. Shortly after, two army
lorries arrived with the bomb disposal squad. A couple of bomb-disposal officers went
to investigate. They came back with half a dozen men following them with shovels.
They headed to the dune and started gently to expose the mine.
The men were then re-sited on one side and an
instruction given. We saw the mine appear over the
dune and slide down!! It was only half of a casing that
had previously been dealt with, and they had left on
the beach a long time before and had been covered
with sand. The bomb squad officers were very nice.
They said until they dug it out they didn’t know, it
should never have been left! The police were not so
nice and said we could be charged for wasting police
time. One of the police kicked the mine and said we
should have known!
I wouldn’t do that said one of the bomb squad ‘The
horns are probably still live’. With that they put it on a
lorry, and we decided that a meal on the beach may

not be a good idea...
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Leicester
Results

Leicester and Leicestershire Photographic Society
The prestigious Leicester and Leicestershire Photographic Society Exhibition is
available online from Friday 14th May 2021, for one month (www.landlps.org.uk)
As a club we entered 4 images from our annual competition from different authors
and achieved a credit-worthy Third Place.
The images used were:
Growing with the Flow
Large Red Damselfly
On the Window Ledge
The Potter

Mick Schilling
Tim Hutchin
Jenny Ladbrooke
Jane Roby

In addition, Sue Pearmain enjoyed, a terrific, 17 acceptances with 3 HCs and 5 Cs.
Chris Mallett had 5 acceptances, with 1 C.

And, Finally

Spotted in Spain, a warning sign for cattle.
Is it a pantomime cow, a donkey- cow hybrid,
or a child’s drawing of a cow?

öwonder how many other bizarre road signs

you can find?
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Forthcoming
Events

Leicester Photographic Exhibition 2021
Online From 14th May 2021 for one month
Entry form and details: www.landlps.org.uk

Photofolio 2021

Online Wednesday 9th June – 12th June 2021

72nd Midland Salon of International Photography
(Closing date: 26th June 2021)
Exhibition of Projected Digital Images
The Old Church House, Oldbury
Saturday 14th – 21st August 2021

Every Picture
Tells a
Story
This month’s picture
by Roy Buckle

Stop me if you’ve heard this one…
Did you hear about the Buddhist who refused an injection during an extraction? His
goal: transcend dental medication…..
On that note, I’ll get my coat!

