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Wishing you all a very Happy New Year! Let’s hope the year 2021 brings the chance
to meet up in person as a club once again. I sincerely hope so.
Through the magic of Zoom, our club continues to thrive online, and in the
forthcoming months we can look forward to welcoming a wide range of speakers and
judges. In February, we welcome Claire Carter with her presentation ‘The Camera
Never Lies«’, the chance to enjoy the second round of our Mono and ‘Travel’
competitions, and an evening with our very own David Venables and David Steele.
March sees Simon Van-Orden visit us online with his talk ‘Chasing the Lights’ and
our Annual Interclub and Annual Digital competitions.
I once heard photography described as a ‘funny old game’ and, I suppose, in some
sense it is a game:
1) Figure out what game you are playing (this is harder than it sounds).
2) Teach yourself about that game (this takes time, but is easier than it sounds).
3) Learn the rules applying to your game (you need to know the rules in order to
break them).
4) If things go well, any thoughts of ‘winning’ the game (and perhaps even the game
itself) will fade away.
By the time you read this, I hope some of you will have received the vaccine for
Covid-19. Have to say, I wish there was a vaccine for stupidity. The other day I was
queueing up outside the pharmacy waiting to collect a prescription. The shop had
everything in place in order to keep everyone safe, with spaces marked on the ground
to ensure appropriate social distancing, a hand-gel dispenser at the door, and a
policy of allowing just one person indoors at a time. The chap in front of me saw the
previous customer leaving the shop wearing a mask and exclaimed ‘Oh no, I’ve
forgotten my mask’. The guy leaving the shop stopped, removed his mask, and said
‘Don’t worry, you can use mine’……
The same sort of Covidiots who claimed back in March, ‘This is just a flu’, ‘More
people die on the roads each year’, or ‘This will be all over by Easter’. The same
lock-clowns we saw gathered outside St Thomas’ Hospital to oppose the vaccine or
those goading the police on Bournemouth Beach.
Stay safe!
Wishing you health, wealth and happiness. Who could ask for more?
All the berry vest!
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Phil Moorhouse LRPS
SPS Newsletter Editor
«

Mine does!
Calling all members …..

We are always on the look-out for contributions to our Society Newsletter. If you
would like to submit an article, your biography, some photographs, a tutorial, a joke,
a puzzle, a poem, an advertisement, or anything else you can think of, all
contributions will be gratefully received at:
phil-moorhouse@virginmedia.com
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My 1962
Heinkel
Scooter
(Part 2)
Patrick Reynolds

The 1962 Heinkel Scooter
This photograph was taken during the Worcester Scooter Club entry into the 1961 “Ides
of March Rally” in Kent. I am aged 18, sat on the second scooter from the left, a 1960
Lambretta, TV175. I can still remember
everyone’s name in the photo except
the last one on the right. Lots of us can
all remember things like that, but not
someone we met recently!
I was so impressed by the Heinkel
Tourist Scooter on the right, that I sold
my Lambretta in March 1962 and
purchased a new Heinkel machine from
Eric Williams Ltd, in Pierpoint Street
Worcester. It has had 3 owners, always
someone in Worcester and is still on the
road, with the current owner since 1986.
I carried oil when I had the TV175 because I didn't like 2-stroke petrol. On one of my
ventures further from home, I ran out of fuel near Ledbury in 1960 and was pushing it
along the road when an AA man came by and stopped. He said what a shame I have
a gallon of petrol in the sidecar which you can't use, no problem I said, I have my own
oil, I paid for the petrol, joined the AA and have been a member for 60 years.
I was 17 when I bought my Lambretta TV175 and sustained a bruised leg several times
from the kickstart, which had a habit of recoiling. The electric start on the Heinkel was
a major improvement with its 4-stroke engine, 12-volt electrics and flashing indicators.
The 4-speed gearbox had a low 1st gear which was great when riding in the North
Wales mountains.
I also bought a Lambretta LD150 in poor condition for £15 in 1962 as a project to do
up. I repainted it and found it had been re-bored but had a broken piston ring, so I fitted
a new set and gave the machine to my younger brother, who soon smashed it up, so I
then bought another LD150 and did that up as well.
Current Heinkel Owner
I have spoken to the owner. He is a
fireman and lives in St. Johns, Worcester.
He bought the scooter in 1986 at the age
of 16 and paid just £10 for it as a bit of a
‘basket case’. It was sat in bits buried
under straw in the back garden of the
person I sold it to back in November
1964. He had to push it home and kept it
in his mother's garage for many years, he
found getting parts back then very
difficult, so he just kept the scooter in bits.
Five years ago, he rebuilt and fully
restored the engine and put it back on the
My New Heinkel in 1962
road in 2016 but left all the bodywork in
its original paint condition, the body is a bit damaged and is in need of full restoration.
All spare parts are now available from Heinkel Club Deutschland, there is a lot of
information on the website including photographs and videos, and they also have a
large stock of parts. There are also 2 Heinkel Tourist Facebook Groups of which I am
a member, with extensive information on maintenance, parts and service manuals
including electrical diagrams and advice forums.
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He has since ridden the scooter to
Exeter and back. He still lives in
Worcester and is a member of ‘The
Worcester Scooter Alliance'….
“great fun“.
He also has invited me to his house
to see my old scooter and said I
was welcome to have a ride on it,
which I would just love to do when
we have got though this Covid
situation.
He also has another 4 scooters
including a Heinkel, Vespa and 2
Lambrettas.

View from
The Window

My former Heinkel as it is today

View from the Window at Le Gras is the oldest surviving photographic image. It was
created by French inventor Nicéphore Niépce in 1827, and shows parts of the buildings
and surrounding countryside on his estate at Le Gras, seen from a window.

At Le Gras

View from the Window at Le Gras, Manually Enhanced

Find Boris

Do you remember the challenges the newspapers used to set, where they hid a tiny
character amongst the pages of the publication? This month I challenge you to locate
Boris, the black cat, amongst the pages of our newsletter. This is what Boris looks
like:

ö

Visit us
On-Line!
https://www.shirleyphoto.org

https://www.shirleyphoto.org
https://www.facebook.com/shirleyphotographicsociety/
https://www.instagram.com/shirleyphotosoc/
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Roy’s
Ramblings
Roy Buckle

Why I don’t like Green Cars
One of my first cars was a Green Austin A35. Unfortunately, it was involved in SOME
accidents:
1) On the night before my wedding, I was dropping off the morning suits to the ushers.
One lived on a new estate that they
had not finished the roads. In the dark
I did not notice they had raised all of
the gratings and manhole covers
ready for tarmacking the following
day!! As I drove down my progress
was halted when the engine met a
manhole cover, ripping it out of the car.
The police were called. They closed
the roads to the estate. CLEARLY
NOT MY FAULT. The following
morning, I had to rush around hiring a
car for our honeymoon. I was
only 10min late for the wedding!!
2) I pulled up at the lights in Moseley. There was an almighty bang, and a motorcyclist
came over the roof clearing the car and landed on the road in front. CLEARLY NOT
MY FAULT.
3) I was sitting in traffic when I noticed a scaffolding lorry backing out on my near side.
Forgetting he had poles sticking out! They went into both doors and broke the
windows. Again, the police were called. CLEARLY NOT MY FAULT.
4) At a party at my parents’ house the drive was full. I therefore parked in the street
opposite. Suddenly we all heard a terrible crash. A speeding Land Rover with a
great metal beam as a bumper and a small crane on the back had failed to make
the turn into the road where my car was parked. His door had opened and he and
his seat fell out! The driverless car then took the front off my car, together with the
doors and the bonnet. The police and an ambulance were called. CLEARLY NOT
MY FAULT.
5) I collected the car from the repairers in Hockley. “Never damage the roof”, he said,
“It’s the only part that’s the original colour!” I drove down the road to a meeting at
offices of H. Samuels, where we were adding a 2-story extension. As I approached
a lorry pulled up right outside the front doors. My lucky day!!! I went into reception
when suddenly there was the sound of smashing glass. I dashed out to find my car
smashed to bits, but there was no one there! Looking up I saw the builders’ chute.
Someone had tipped a wheelbarrow full of bricks into the lorry which was no longer
there. CLEARLY NOT MY FAULT. I took the car back to the repairer’s who
exclaimed he couldn’t believe it,
“Had I got a death wish?!”.
6) I decided to get rid of the car. As
my father worked for Austin, I said
I would have a Sprite sport. But the
insurance would not insure me as I
was accident prone!! It had to be a
saloon. I therefore bought a Red
Vitesse! The Salesman said my
A35 was in excellent condition, I
must have really looked after it!!
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Competition
Results

The Natural History Competition
One of the highlights of our season, the Natural History competition always attracts a
healthy entry and an abundance of high-quality. This year was no exception. Judged
by Ian Whiston DPAGB, EFIAP/g, ABPE, here are the highlights:

1st Group 1
‘Elephant Calf’
Jenny Ladbrooke

U-Turn Rule
Whenever you are out
driving and pass
something that makes
you want to grab your
camera, turn around
and go back and
photograph it, even if it
is with your mobile
phone. If you don’t
you’ll spend the next 10
miles thinking about it
and will have to add
twenty miles to your
trip!

2nd Group 1

3rd Group 1

‘A Walk on the Wildside’
Chris Lee

‘Grey Heron’
Georgina Foxwell

1st Group 2
‘Butter Cap’
Tony Dyson
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2nd Group 2
‘Kingfisher on Perch’
Martin Thompson

(continued)

3rd Group 2
‘Fallow Deer
Resting’
Jolanta B Axon

Alphabetography
Set yourself a project
to photograph objects
forming the letters of
the alphabet A-Z.

1st Group 3
A is for ….

‘Banded Demoiselle Male’
Mick Schilling

2nd Group 3
‘Humpback’
Jane Roby
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3rd Group 3
‘Ground Squirrel
Dominance Display’
Sue Pearmain

(continued)

The Panels Competition
A Panel is a collection of three or four images displayed together. The idea is that
displayed as a panel the collection has more impact than as single images. The panel
may be connected by a theme, similar lighting, a common shape, a common colour,
but the important thing is that they should ‘hang-together’ as a panel. This might be
achieved with a balance or symmetry, or the panel might tell a story or show the
progress of time. Here are this year’s winners, judged by Rob Ings:

3rd Group 1

1st Group 1

‘Tight Turns in the Bee Hotel’
Aileen Nock

‘Death in a Jam Jar’
Aileen Nock

2nd Group 1
‘Guitar Panel’
Chris Lee
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1st Group 2
‘Braveheart the Kitten’
Jolanta B Axon

2nd Group 2

3rd Group 2

‘Sarah Raven
Dahlia Opening Up’
Jolanta B Axon

‘Autumnal’
Jolanta ö Axon

1st Group 3
‘Impressions’
Sue Pearmain

Stop me if you’ve heard this one….
Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in a hallway. One hat said to the other: ‘You stay
here, I’ll go on a head’.
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2nd Group 3
‘An Epiphone’
Phil Moorhouse

(continued)

3rd Group 3
‘Where’s the Bill?’
Mick Schilling

Photoshop
Elements
Tips
Christine Mallett

Two Simple Photoshop Techniques
1) Simple but effective mono conversion
• Set Foreground and Background to default black and white
• Open a Levels Adjustment layer
• Open a Gradient Adjustment layer
This should give you a half decent conversion.
To improve it further, go into the Levels layer, and in the channel box (default RGB)
select the red channel.
Adjust the red channel to improve the picture. The middle slider is usually the best
option.
Repeat with the green and blue channels until you are happy with the outcome.
You will need to merge visible layers before doing additional adjustments to the
image, because additional adjustment layers can result in colours re-appearing.
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2) Lightening dark areas.
This is good for spot lightening individual dark areas in an image
• Add a new blank layer to the image
• Set the foreground colour to white
• With a soft brush, click in the centre of the image
• Change the blend mode of this layer to overlay
• Select the move tool and move the light to where you need it. When the move
tool is selected, you can also drag the handles to change the size.
• If you need more brightness, duplicate the layer.
• If you want to lower the intensity of the light, lower the opacity of the layer.
Simples!!!!!

Forthcoming
Events

MCPF AV Championships 2021
Scheduled for Saturday 30th January 2021

Via Zoom. See: https://www.mcpf.co.uk/event/midphot-av-competitions-2021/

Midphot Exhibition 2021

Wednesday 24th March – Sunday 28th March 2021
Contact details: Ralph and Lu Duckett midphot@mcpf.co.uk

Leicester Photographic Exhibition 2021
Online From 14th May 2021 for one month
Entry form and details: www.landlps.org.uk

Every Picture
Tells a
Story
This month’s picture
by Dave Venables

