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Coronavirus restrictions may continue, but I think you will agree, our club continues
to thrive online. The recent Mono / Travel competition was heavily over-subscribed,
demonstrating the depth of commitment our members have to keep our club going.
Although we have missed meeting up face-to-face, I can’t help but think that our
experience of continuing to meet as a Society via Zoom has, somehow, brought us
a little closer together.
In the past year, the hours, days and months we have spent at home have forced us
to look for new photographic projects. Looking for the ‘extraordinary in the mundane’
seems like an assignment many of us have embraced. We have enjoyed images of
everyday bugs in the garden, bugs which normally would not elicit a second glance.
We have seen competition-winning portraits of the pets who have helped us through
this challenging period of our lives. We have made portraits of loved ones,
discovering we loved them just a little more. We have seen table-top scenes and
collections of the items which have eased us through the lockdowns. Our local area
has provided a wealth of interest. What before might have seemed run-of-the-mill,
we have found interesting upon close investigation. Ordinary photographs lurking in
the depths of our hard-drives have been re-visited and transformed with newly-found
editing skills. Lockdown has, indeed, reminded us of the two things we have complete
control of in our photography: where we are standing and when we press the shutter.
‘Cameras don’t take pictures’, photographers do. A few ideas to pursue:
1) The camera is blind, it doesn’t understand mood. Take a photograph to capture a
mood.
2) Make a portrait of something you love. Now make a portrait of something you
hate.
3) Recreate a dream in a sequence of pictures. Compile them into a panel.
4) Create an image that asks a question.
5) Create an image that tells a story.
6) Break the rules. Make an image where the subject is on the edge of the frame.
Who could have guessed what the 2020 / 2021 season had in store for us?

08Every Picture

Stay safe. Let’s hope, in 2021, we are able to hug the ones we love just a little more.

Tells a Story
All the berry vest!
Phil Moorhouse LRPS
SPS Newsletter Editor

Calling all members …..
We are always on the look-out for contributions to our Society Newsletter. If you
would like to submit an article, your biography, some photographs, a tutorial, a joke,
a puzzle, a poem, an advertisement, or anything else you can think of, all
contributions will be gratefully received at:
phil-moorhouse@virginmedia.com
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Eating in
The
‘50s & ‘60s
Compiled by
Dave Venables

Remember the days when…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Curry was a surname.
A takeaway was a mathematical problem.
A pizza was something to do with a leaning tower.
All potato crisps were plain; the only choice we had was whether to put the salt on
or not, from the little blue bag.
Rice was only eaten as a milk pudding.
Calamari was called squid and we used it as fish bait.
A Big Mac was what we wore when it was raining.
Brown bread was something only poor people ate.
Oil was for lubricating; fat was for cooking.
Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves and never green.
Sugar enjoyed a good press in those days and was regarded as being white gold.
Cubed sugar was regarded as posh.
Fish didn't have fingers in those days.
Eating raw fish was called poverty, not sushi.
None of us had ever heard of yoghurt.
Healthy food consisted of anything edible.
People who didn't peel potatoes were regarded as lazy.
Indian restaurants were only found in India.
Cooking outside was called camping.
Seaweed was not a recognized food.
Kebab was not even a word, never mind a food.
Prunes were medicinal.
Surprisingly, muesli was readily available, it was called cattle feed.
Water came out of the tap. If someone had suggested bottling it and charging
more than petrol for it, they would have become a laughing-stock!
But the one thing that we never ever had on our table in the sixties . . . elbows or
phones.

How things have changed… and not just what we eat.

Find Boris

Do you remember the challenges the newspapers used to set, where they hid a tiny
character amongst the pages of the publication? This month I challenge you to locate
Boris, the black cat, amongst the pages of our newsletter. This is what Boris looks
like:

ö

Street Art
Things are not
Always what they
Seem
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Roy’s
Ramblings
Roy Buckle

My Lucky Horseshoe
Back in 1996, I had completed some small extensions to the air-conditioning at the
Arndale Centre in Manchester. The client said he wanted to carry out major works,
amounting to more than £1 million and could I attend a meeting with him, the architect
and structural engineer the following week. The architect then phoned to say the
meeting would be on the Saturday morning as his wife wanted to go shopping in
Manchester and, by having the meeting, he could leave her to get on with it alone.
Unfortunately, my wife’s friend was getting married at 3.00pm in Warwick that day. We
had been shopping for a new outfit, a card and a lovely silver horseshoe. “If you go to
that meeting on Saturday morning you will be late getting back or held up on the
motorway and ruin the whole day”, my wife said. It was true, and besides, I never got
paid for any out-of-hours work. I therefore said no to the meeting. The architect was
furious and contacted my Director to try to strong-arm me. Wrong tactics! The meeting
was definitely OFF!
At 11.30 am on 15th June 1996, my wife was ironing in front of the television, when she
called for me to come quickly. The IRA had detonated a massive 3000Ib bomb at the
Arndale centre. The blast was heard 15 miles away and caused over £500 million of
damage. Fortunately, a 15-minute warning had been issued, and the centre had been
evacuated except for a few people working within the building. There were some
injuries but no fatalities.
We would have been on the roof of the building and it was questionable if anyone would
have realised that we were up there. The roof area collapsed falling 2 floors. We
wouldn’t have stood a chance. A very lucky escape. We attended the wedding and
gave away the lucky horseshoe.
It took over a year to put the building back together. On the Monday morning the
architect phoned me, “My wife said we must thank you, as things may have turned out
differently had you agreed to the meeting, but it would probably been
ok”. Magnanimous to the end!!

Emergency
workers at the
Arndale Centre,
Manchester
1996

Visit us
On-Line!
https://www.shirleyphoto.org

https://www.shirleyphoto.org
https://www.facebook.com/shirleyphotographicsociety/
https://www.instagram.com/shirleyphotosoc/
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Competition
Results

The Open Competition
Our first formal competition of the season saw us welcome Kylie-Ann Martin to judge
for us for the first time. With 96 images to view, Kylie had her work cut-out, but
provided perceptive and detailed feedback. Here are the highlights:

All of our competition results are
available at:

1st Group 1
‘The Wave’
Kevin Watts

https://www.shirleyphoto.org/index.
php/competitions

2nd Group 1
‘Winnie’
Jenny Ladbrooke

3rd Group 1
‘Death in a Jam Jar’
Aileen Nock

1st Group 2
‘Bright Eyed’
Jolanta B Axon
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Competition
Results
(continued)

2nd Group 2
‘Sunset at Croome’
Jolanta B Axon

3rd Group 2
‘A Winter’s Rose’
Jolanta B Axon

2nd Group 3
‘Chaffinch’
Sue Pearmain

Break the Rules
Photography is, in fact,
different things to
different people. There
are no right and no
wrongs*… If you are
happy with your
creation, it was right.
*Except

1st Group 3
‘The Meerkat Queen’
Jane Storer

when you enter a Natural

3rd Group 3

History competition!

‘Pentre Ifan Burial Chamber’
Tim Hutchin

Stop me if you’ve heard this one….
I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger, then it hit me.
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More
Competition
Results

Mono Competition (Round 2)
February 4th saw a visit from Mike Sharples, from Smethwick to judge the second
round of our Mono and ‘Travel’ Competitions. Here are some of the highlights:

1st Group 1
All of our competition results are
available at:

‘On the Window Ledge’
Jenny Ladbrooke

https://www.shirleyphoto.org/index.php
/galleryparent/comp-results

1st Group 2
‘Sisters Behind the Voile’
Jolanta Bujalska-Axon

1st Group 3
‘Trebarwith Mist’
Mick Schilling

ö
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More
Competition
Results
(continued)

‘Travel’ Competition (Round 2)
Again, judged by Mike Sharples, here are the highlights of the second round of our
‘Travel’ competition:

1st Group 1
‘Guillan Fishermen
at Sunset’
Kevin Watts

1st Group 2
‘Admiring the Tatras’
Jolanta Bujalska-Axon

Competition
Entries
Perhaps the trickiest part of
the role of Competition
Secretary is keeping track of
images entered twice. The
rule states that the same
image may be entered twice
in a season with a few
exceptions. The ‘fun’
competitions like the Xmas
Knockout, Six Prints or
FourPics do not count as an
‘entry’, and images included
as part of a panel may be
entered on their own twice.
The same image should not
be entered with two
different titles. This helps the
Competition Secretary to
keep tabs on repeats. Also,
images entered in previous
seasons are not eligible to be
re-entered a second time. It
helps to keep a diary of what
you have entered as the
season progresses.

1st Group 3
‘Joshua Tree, Nevada’
Dave Venables

The Law of Probability
The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of your
act.
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Forthcoming
Events

Midphot Exhibition 2021
Wednesday 24th March – Sunday 28th March 2021
Contact details: Ralph and Lu Duckett midphot@mcpf.co.uk

Leicester Photographic Exhibition 2021
Online From 14th May 2021 for one month
Entry form and details: www.landlps.org.uk

South Birmingham PS Exhibition 2021
Online 8th May 2021
http://southbirminghamphotographicsociety.co.uk/exhibition

Photofolio 2021

Online Wednesday 9th June – 12th June

Every Picture
Tells a
Story
This month’s picture
by Kevin Watts

Classifieds

Cullmann Tripod Model 2930 German-made, heavyweight, sturdy. Free to a good
home. Contact: Jolanta.

Some Unsavoury Facts about the 1500s….
Most people in the 1500s got married in June, because they took their annual bath
in May and they still smelled pretty good by June. However, since they were starting
to smell, brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide the body odour! Hence the
custom of the bride’s bouquet.

