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So, the sun has nearly set on 2020. One thing is certain, we will not forget the year
2020 in a hurry. May I take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and contented
festive season, whatever compromises we face. In 2021, things can only get better.
Online, our season continues to thrive. Curated by our Programme Secretary, Sue
Pearmain, we have enjoyed a most varied and engaging collection of speakers and
judges. We have even attracted a few new members. Quite something, in these
strange and testing times. Through the magic of Zoom, we have been able to keep
our club running, develop our practical workshops, meet-up socially and welcome
speakers from as far afield as France! Vive la Zoom!
In the New Year, we kick-off with our new ‘Four Pics’ competition. Just like our ‘Six
Prints’ competition,… but not six, and not prints. Please send four fun pictures to the
usual email address. Any theme, any subject and just for fun, so entries are still
eligible to be entered (twice) in this season’s competitions. In the first round the
audience will vote for their favourite two of your four, to compete against the best of
the rest in the second round, and onwards to the final.
Also, we have a wealth of talent visiting us in the second half of our season. In
January, we welcome Andy MacDougall with his presentation ‘Light and Composition
in Landscape’ and Tracey Lund with ‘Wildlife Photography’. Into February, we look
forward to ‘visits’ from Claire Carter (‘The Camera Never Lies’) and our own doubleact, David Venables and David Steele.
Finally, another attempt at #BadPoetry
The Lockdown Single Malt

Inspiration
Jane Roby

While I’m drinking my Auchentoshen,
Eating more than enough hot mince pies.
I see my waist-line expanding,
Before my very eyes.
While I’m drinking my dram of Glenlivit,
And wondering when lockdown will end.
Will I meet up with friends and my family,
Before I go round the bend.

07 Mick’s Tricks
Mick Schilling

While I drink a double Glenmorangie,
And hope the r-value is low.
Each day I watch the briefing,
Hoping the graph has reached a plateau.

09 Competition

While I’m drinking a glass of Laphroaig,
All smoky and peaty supreme.
At this moment I am left wondering,
Could this all be just a bad dream?

Results

When I reach for The Bowmore tonight,
I know there is no guarantee.
When this awful virus has wreaked its toll,
Will the world be a better place to be?

12 Forthcoming
Events

Now, I’ve had a Glenfiddich this evening,
And gone to bed well before ten.
I’m awake at four in the morning,
Writing #BadPoetry again.

All the berry vest!
Phil Moorhouse LRPS
SPS Newsletter Editor

2
Newsletter December 2020

Natural History
The PAGB Rules

I suspect our recent Natural History competition stirred-up the knotty subject of the
rules of eligibility.
Like most clubs, we follow the PAGB rules which can be found on our website at:
https://www.shirleyphoto.org/images/Documents/Rules/Comprules.pdf
Nature photography is restricted to all branches of natural history in such a fashion that
a well-informed person will be able to identify the subject material and certify its honest
presentation. Human elements shall not be present, except where those human
elements are integral parts of the nature story.
Image manipulation should be minimal and not alter the content of the original scene.
No techniques that add, relocate, replace, or remove pictorial elements except by
cropping are permitted. Techniques that enhance the presentation of the photograph
without altering the content of the original scene are permitted including HDR, focus
stacking and dodging/burning. Techniques that remove elements added by the
camera, such as dust spots, digital noise and film scratches, are allowed. All allowed
adjustments must appear natural. Colour images can be converted to grey-scale
monochrome.
Titles should preferably be descriptive, and every effort possible made to identify the
subject. Latin names may be used if wished. The title should include a (W) if the subject
has been taken in its natural habitat.
Permitted
• Any living zoological or botanical
organism free and unrestrained in a
natural or adopted habitat.
• Organisms in zoos, game farms,
aquariums, botanical gardens, any
enclosure where the subjects are
totally dependent on man for food.
• Falconers’ birds (jesses cannot be
cloned out).
• Wild-flowers / plants in parkland or
‘wild’ gardens (ie not cultivated).
• Marine subjects and botanical
subjects (including fungi and algae)
taken in the wild.
• Geological formations
• Weather phenomena.

Not Permitted
•
•
•
•

Domestic animals.
Mounted species.
Cultivated plants.
Human-created hybrid plants.

To sum-up, ‘Although animals in captivity are permitted in our Natural History
competitions under the rules, they should appear natural. Evidence of fences,
enclosures, falconer’s jesses, etc cannot be cloned-out, but are likely to influence a
judge’s appraisal, when up against images of animals in their natural environment'.
If in doubt, check with the Competition Secretary who will advise if it is best to save
your image for an ‘Open’ competition.
A workshop session is proposed in the New Year to clarify competition rules for both
Natural History and Landscapes.

Visit us
On-Line!

https://www.shirleyphoto.org
https://www.facebook.com/shirleyphotographicsociety/
https://www.instagram.com/shirleyphotosoc/
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A Photography
Walk
Jolanta Bujalska-Axon

Most days I venture out for a walk, usually carrying my camera, just in case I spot
something of interest, worthy of capturing.
During Lockdown this was a Godsend and it meant I had a daily routine with something
planned for each day, I would see a few people and of course, come back energised,
motivated and with a good healthy appetite. Plus, a selection of photographs! But, I
found that this routine became far more motivational and inspirational than I ever
imagined.
As we heard, Tony Worobiec encouraged us to have a ‘project’. I have had a few on
the go during this year. And thanks to Mick, we have all spent hours contemplating
‘Leaves and Remains’. I’ve also enjoyed my own mini projects on bugs, grasses and
meadows, wildlife, flowers and textures. All of these are highly accessible and can be
found within walking distance from my own and most peoples’ homes. For me, it’s The
Dingles, Moseley Bog, Joy’s Wood, Trittiford Mill Pool and other parts of The Shire
Country Park.
Further afield, yet still quite local,
trips to NT properties, walks along
canal sides, visits to a RSPB reserve
and
Warwickshire
and
Worcestershire
Wildlife
Trust
reserves have all given me endless
opportunities to click away my time
and keep myself focused during a
hard year. I have even had to buy
another external hard drive to store
all the photographs I’ve taken!
But ‘Inspiration’ has been far more than what I have seen through the view finder. It
has been who I’ve met on my walks! Well of course there is Tony Dyson, who I regularly
see whilst walking around Trittiford Mill Pool. Endless photography chat ensues.
Certainly sharing ideas and techniques is the best part of having like-minded club
members/friends. They never seem to bore of photography chat! Thanks Tony! I have
also bumped into Hazel on occasion.
So good to chat in person and not
through a screen as on Zoom where
everyone can see and hear
everything you say. On one occasion
in the same area, I met an elderly
gentleman in a wheelchair with
camera in hand, with his wife as his
assistant. After chatting and sharing
the joys of our hobby, I found out he
was a member of Knowle Camera
Club and photography still gives him
great pleasure.
Over the last few years, I have often exchanged a passing hello with a young man
walking in The Dingles. However, earlier this year, he stopped to talk with me about
photography, seeing a camera in my hand. The conversation soon became an in-depth
discussion on many aspects of photography, various photographers and the
philosophy of our beloved hobby. Since that time, we chat at length when we meet
about the meaning and purpose of our photography and what inspires us. In fact,

Stop me if you’ve heard this one…
What happens to you if you eat the Christmas decorations? …… You get tinsel-itus!
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A Photography
Walk
Jolanta Bujalska-Axon
(Continued)

Adrian Saker became a real inspiration to me! Maybe we
have a different approach and style but our conversations,
the articles and YouTube videos that he has signposted me
to, really made me think:
Why do I take photographs?
What am I trying to express/show?
When should I press the shutter?
Adrian has written a few articles himself which have been
published. ‘These Are the Places that Make us’ by Adrian
Saker and Subtopia. (www.dodho.com)
Reading them was a real eye opener. I like these words
that open Subtopia, talking about Adrian....
‘It was once his belief that one had to go somewhere amazing, to seek out amazing
people, doing extraordinary things in unusual surroundings to make good pictures.....
He found himself questioning this and it was whilst in discussion with his partner Viv,
that they came up with the idea of laying these beliefs to rest by doing a project on
suburban Birmingham, a project which was to become Subtopia.’
His articles portray people from a ‘different’
background to me and his sympathetic yet very
honest photo-journalism has a real purpose. They
also reflect his life and experiences.
Adrian goes on to say:
‘My photography begins with a sense of place, a
series of feelings evoked by that place which have
an emotional resonance for me. I then let these
guide me until themes begin to emerge and the
project takes shape.’
So, it has made me think; what is our purpose as
photographers?
Adrian has signposted me to some YouTube Channels:
The Art of Photography- The Artist Series by Ted Forbes,
Still Life- Art and the Photographic Image
Photographers In Focus
Many videos are worth watching on these channels. Adrian has sent me the links and
I found them very interesting. These include, to name a few:
Faye Godwin 1931-2005 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qaSuJBqA0mA
But Beautiful- Robert Adams, https://youtu.be/NLRAHc0pMok
From Imagine programmeThe Colourful Mr Eggleston https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3jZ_HkaTXh8
Boring Landscapes; Part 1 and 2 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_aryWNcNW7Q
Raymond Moore 1920-1987
These inspirational and thought-provoking videos have helped me reflect on my own
photography and what it means to me, hopefully an expression of one’s inner self; not
about other viewpoints, maybe making your own statement and expression. We all
wish for praise and to have good skills, and when judges praise our images, we are
lifted. But why, what and how we take photographs is individual to each of us. Our
images don’t always fit into the judges own perception of what they think or like.
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A Photography
Walk
Jolanta Bujalska-Axon
(Continued)

The other interesting link which Adrian sent me, is a podcast which you can listen to
even while doing the housework or working on the computer. On Ben Smith's website,
his podcast, ‘A SMALL VOICE: Conversations with Photographers’ is an excellent
resource, as well as being enjoyable. They consist of some very interesting interviews
which include Mark Neville - Sian Davey - Tom Hunter- Ellie Davies. However, they
are quite lengthy and in-depth conversations but do give an insight into a
photographer’s mind and work.
Another support/inspiration to me has been Bee Jackson, a portrait and pet
photographer based in the Midlands.
We became friends a few years ago
when she bought a kitten from me- the
gorgeous British Black, Hector!
Though I haven’t met her on my
walks, it’s been great to have an
expert to ask advice on lighting,
general equipment or anything
photographic.
Bee
has
also
signposted and added me to
SheClicks, a social media group for
women photographers. Her favourite
female photographers include Fiona
Lark, Tina Sosna, Jennifer Thoreson
and Julia Fullerton-Batton.
So, as I continue to venture out on my daily walk, usually with a camera in my hand or
pocket, or even just using my eyes to survey the scene and planning possible future
shots, I may pass by Adrian also doing the same. His focus, being the local community
within the suburban environment and how social deprivation affects their lives, yet
mine, is looking at the same environment, not only seeing the beauty within, but also
including the lives of local people.
My journey this year has covered far more than I
imagined; not only in the thousands of steps I’ve
walked (apparently my Fitbit tells me that I have
walked 3,213 kilometres, which is the length of
India!) but more importantly, through meeting
Adrian, I’m now trying to develop ideas, moving
more towards observing and capturing how
people use or interact with the natural and ‘wild’
spaces within the city suburbs.
I’ve opened my eyes a lot more!
Note: All of the photographs included were
taken on my local walks.
And finally, a few thought provoking quotes that I like from well-known photographers:
“There are no rules for good photographs, there are only good photographs.”
Ansel Adams
“Photography is a love affair with life.” Burk Uzzle
“Only photograph what you love.”
Tim Walker
“A good photograph is knowing where to stand.”
Ansel Adams
“Don’t shoot what it looks like. Shoot what it feels like.” David Alan Harvey

Stop me if you’ve heard this one…
Where do they make movies about Christmas trees? ….. Tinsel Town!
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Roy’s
Ramblings
Roy Buckle

The Not-so-Stupid Apprentice
When the Engineers were in the office at midday and didn’t want to go out it was
customary to get one of the apprentices to pop out to the shops for anything needed.
Sid, a hard-drinking, 60-a-day smoker with a bad attitude to life, decided that he wanted
the apprentice going to the shops to bring him something back: “I want 20 Capstan
cigarettes. If they haven’t got those bring me something else”, he said. The apprentice
duly went to the shops and when he returned, dished out everything people had asked
for. “Where’s mine?” shouted Sid. “They hadn’t got any Capstan!“ the apprentice
replied. “So, I brought you a Pork Pie”!
I forget what Sid threw at him, but the apprentice quickly disappeared. ”Stupid” said
Sid. But, as I said “Not so stupid, will anyone send him to the shops again!”
Sid put on his coat and went to the shops himself, he couldn’t get through the afternoon
without his cigarettes!!!

Online
Inspiration

Which Photographers do you follow?

Jane Roby

https://www.deepgreenphotography.com

Continuing our series of online inspirations, I would like to recommend:

In March 2014 we went to Costa Rica with
Christine and Don Mallett. Before we left, I
decided to Google photography in Costa Rica and
was very impressed with the website and the
credentials of the man behind the company.
During our visit one of our stops was a small hotel
in the Bosque de Paz region in the mountains, an
area renowned for Hummingbirds. In our room
was a stunning photograph with the name Gregory
Basco in the corner. I thought it sounded familiar
and then realised it was the photographer that I
had researched before the trip. What’s more, he
was actually staying in the hotel at that time, to
photograph Hummingbirds.
Greg is an American who has lived in Costa Rica for
many years and specialises in rainforest photography,
both in CR and the neighbouring countries. This is a
challenging environment with low light and a lot of rain.
He uses flash for many of his photographs, but in a
responsible and controlled way that does not frighten
or distract the animals concerned. In fact, he is quite
an authority on flash photography. If you want to learn
more Greg has published an ebook about flash, that
runs to 300 pages. He also has a Facebook page and
you can sign up for newsletters as well as enjoying
some stunning photography on his web site.
Magnificent Hummingbird (left) & Scintillant Hummingbird (above)
By Jane Roby
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Mick’s Tricks
Mick Schilling CPAGB

Over the years I have tried many different simple tricks to get a particular effect in a
shot.
Macro work can be pretty expensive if you get a dedicated macro lens, however there
are a number of ways you can keep the costs down and also have some fun along the
way. Whilst it is easier to use a proper macro lens, these alternatives can be just as
effective with a little practice. Some can also be used IN ADDITION to a macro lens,
getting you even closer!
The Pringles tube macro flash adapter is a simple and cheap way of lighting a macro
subject. The tubes are foil lined and even come with their own diffuser in the form of
the translucent lid. Instructions are easy to find by a Google search. The method
involved cutting a tube at an angle and turning it around to make a taped-up elbow
arrangement. It then sits on your camera flash and is secured by an elastic band around
the lens.
Reversing rings are an affordable way of getting extremely close to your subject,
probably closer than a standard macro lens – but they can be tricky to master. They
are a simple adapting ring which allows you to screw a lens onto the camera
backwards. They only work in manual, so exposure is normally set with the lens wide
open. Can work best with old manual lenses that allow you to manually adjust the
aperture.
Extension tubes can give good macro performance as they reduce the minimum
focusing distance. This lets you get closer and makes the subject bigger in the frame.
Lots of cheap options around, though look for those that allow automatic aperture and
focus if possible.
Raynox macro adapters and close-up
filters can work well, especially the
Raynox devices. They work best with a
telephoto lens, acting like reading
glasses and allowing you to focus
closer.
This cricket was taken with an
EOS1000d, Canon EF-S 55-250 Mk1
lens and a Raynox close-up adapter.
These methods of getting closer work best with good light, so you can be best to find
your favoured method of getting closer focus, then making your Pringles tube flash
adapter to suit your lens arrangement.
Other ideas I use include:
• Using the self-timer instead of a remote control. Provided the camera is on a stable
surface, the self-timer will take the shot without moving the camera.
• Gorillapods are inexpensive and compact alternatives to a full tripod, easy to carry
though can be fiddly to set up I find. Though once set up are stable enough in most
situations.
• Bean bags are also useful as an alternative support and work well in conjunction
with the self-timer.
• Tin foil folded in your bag is a useful means of creating light by making a simple
reflector.
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Mick’s Tricks
Mick Schilling CPAGB
(Continued)

Old manual lenses can work well on
cheap adapters. Good quality prime
lenses from the film days are readily
available and affordable, especially
when compared to modern prime
lenses. They’re usually manual but are
easy to use, especially if your subject is
still, like this Honda Integra Type R shot
with an old 28mm f2.8
Buying filters can become expensive
with all the different size threads of the
various lenses. If you buy only those
that fit your largest lenses, and buy stepping rings, you can enable the biggest filters
to fit all your different lenses – rings are a lot cheaper than filters, and often come in a
full set.
Many modern camera system feature image
stabilisation (IS, VR, IBIS, etc) Although these
systems are designed to help get a steady
image usually at a longer focal length, they are
equally as useful at wide angles. For instance,
when shooting a waterfall with a wide-angle
lens at a slow shutter speed -say a half
second exposure – if you have a modern
stabilisation system AND an ND filter (or it is
very dull) you can get milky smooth waterfalls
or night-time scenes without the need to carry
a tripod. This makes holiday photography
equipment a lot less burdensome
Handheld
Waterfall

Exposure
Triangle

Handheld night scene in Stratford

Stop me if you’ve heard this one…
What do you call a call a rich elf? ……. Welfy!
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Competition
Results

Landscapes Competition
This year judged by the ever-popular Ralph Duckett, MPAGB EFIAP/g APAGB.
Here are the highlights:

All the results can be viewed at:
https://www.shirleyphoto.org/index.p
hp/competitions

1st Group 1
‘Ski Buddies’
Chris Lee

3rd Group 1
‘Fallen Angel’
Chris Lee

2nd Group 1
‘Lakeland Vista’
Mick O’Malley

1st Group 2

2nd Group 2

‘View of the Tatra Mountains & Zakopane’
Jolanta B Axon

‘Chilly’
Hazel Lane

True or False?
An earthworm is
stronger than a human
by a factor of 1,000,
pro-rata to its size. True
or False?

3rd Group 2
‘Svalbard’
Chris Johnson
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Competition
Results

1st Group 3
‘Denthead Rain’
Mick Schilling

(Continued)

2nd Group 3

3rd Group 3

‘Trebarwith Mist’
Mick Schilling

‘Windswept Deadvlei’
Sue Pearmain

The President’s Set Assignment ‘Leaves or Remains’
This year, Mick challenged us with the Brexit-inspired theme of ‘Leaves or Remains’,
and, indeed, delighted us with the quality of his feedback.
Here are the highlights:

1st Group 1
‘Gold Filigree’
Jenny Ladbrooke

Compositional
Ideas
• Use the rule of thirds
• Find an unusual to angle to
shoot from

• Look for natural ‘framing’
• Rotate your camera 90o for
vertical shots

• Use leading lines
• Experiment with depth-of-

3rd Group 1
‘Leaf or Remain’
Rosie Thompson

field

• Give your subject some
space to move into

• Fill the frame
• Isolate some small details
• Ignore these rules!

2nd Group 1
‘Tulip’s End’
Aileen Nock
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Competition
Results

1st Group 2
‘Spirits Leaving’
Hazel lane

(Continued)

2nd Group 2
‘What Remains’
Jolanta B Axon

3rd Group 2
‘Rusty Remains’
Patrick Reynolds

1st Group 3
‘’Wild Boar Remains in Forest’
Jane Roby

President’s Set
Assignment
Next year’s President’s
Assignment is the
theme of ‘Shapes’. One
shape, many shapes,
odd shapes, regular
shapes, indeed anything
and everything has a
shape. Don’t worry
about the date the
shutter was pressed, so
feel free to trawl
through your back
catalogue. The only
rules are that we have
not seen the picture
before and it is all your
own work.

2nd Group 3
‘The People will Leave but the Tree will Remain’
David Steele

3rd Group 3
‘Leaf or Remain’
Phil Moorhouse
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Stop Press!

Natural History Competition Results
Group 1
First:

Elephant Calf

Second:

A Walk on
the Wildside

Third:

Grey Heron

Group 2

Group 3

Jenny
Ladbrooke

Butter Cap

Tony
Dyson

Banded
Demoiselle
Male

Chris Lee

Kingfisher
on Perch

Martin
Thompson

Humpback

Jane Roby

Georgina
Foxwell

Fallow
Deer
Resting

Jolanta
Bujalska
Axon

Ground
Squirrel
Dominance
Display

Sue
Pearmain

Mick
Schilling

For the full results, see:
https://www.shirleyphoto.org/index.php/competitions/10-competition-results/56-nature-digi

For the gallery, see:
https://www.shirleyphoto.org/index.php/galleryparent/comp-results/14-competitiongallery/112-naturegallery

Forthcoming
Events

MCPF AV Championships 2021
Scheduled for Saturday 30th January 2021
Via Zoom. See: avchamp@mcpf.co.uk

Midphot Exhibition 2021

Wednesday 24th March – Sunday 28th March 2021
Contact details: Ralph and Lu Duckett midphot@mcpf.co.uk

Every Picture
Tells a
Story
This month’s picture
by Jane Roby

No titles, no descriptions necessary. If you have a picture that tells a story send it to:
Every picture tells a story: phil-moorhouse@virginmedia.com

TRUE

Quiz Answers

